
 
     PLANT PROFILE 

 
 
Alternate-leaf Dogwood (aka Pagoda dogwood) 
 
Scientific name:   Cornus alternifolia 
 
Growth habit:   Shrub or tree (to 30 feet) 
 
Duration:   Perennial 
 
Light preference:  Partial shade/sun 
 
Soil preference:   Moist, well drained 
 
Plant associates:  Chokecherry, 

serviceberry, striped 
maple, other dogwoods, 
Vaccinium species, 
American hazel 

 
Value to Wood Thrush: Food and cover  Photo courtesy University of Connecticut Plant 

Database www.hort.uconn.edu/plants  
Native range: Eastern states to central U.S. 
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