
Schoolyard Ecology Initiative
Summary
Since 1998, Audubon has been a proud supporter of the Schoolyard
Ecology Initiative because it fully embodies Audubon’s mission by con-
necting people with nature through science. The Cycle of Inquiry,  the
main tool of this initiative, is a simplified version of the scientific
method, a structured means of observing our surroundings, posing a
question, answering it through direct investigation, reflecting about the
findings and the experience, and eventually applying the lessons learned
in conservation. The Schoolyard Ecology Initiative helps to develop criti-
cal and independent thinking, promoting awareness about nature. It
represents an effective way to educate a large number of students, their
teachers, and their parents about biodiversity and conservation issues.

Objective
To provide Latin American boys and girls, through their teachers, with
an investigative tool that enables them to study, comprehend, analyze
and reflect about the ecological processes and effects of their actions on
their immediate surroundings.

Outcomes
• We supported the implementation of 78 training workshops, attend-

ed by 1,832 teachers, 187 biologists and 180 naturalists, potentially
reaching 63,871 schoolchildren.

• Materials: Schoolyard Ecology Manual (Spanish and English), promo-
tional video, Evaluation Manual, electronic discussion forum
(Spanish).

• On average 40% of the participants in our workshops continued
using the Cycle of Inquiry methodology.

• For those using our methodology, nearly 80% reported positive
changes in their teaching practices, improved self-confidence and
greater student performance.

• 705 Important Bird Areas, IBAs, are associated to Schoolyard
Ecology sites.
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MISSION
• To promote a culture of

conservation throughout
Latin America and the
Caribbean by connecting
people with nature, and
conserving birds, wildlife and
natural habitats for the
benefit of humanity and
biological diversity.

ACHIEVEMENTS
• Provided 78 training

workshops, attended by
1,832 teachers, 187
biologists and 180
naturalists, potentially
reaching 63,871
schoolchildren.

• Produced Methodology
Manual (Spanish and
English), promotional video,
and Evaluation Manual.

SUPPORT
• You can make a donation to

support our program at:
http://audubon.org/local/
latin/donations.html

• Training local leaders as trainers has spread the program to new sites,
thus colonizing a gradually widening geographic area. The prolifera-
tion of Schoolyard Ecology has been a locally generated grass-roots
phenomenon.

• The Schoolyard Ecology Initiative does not add a “new activity” to
already busy teachers. Quite the opposite, it provides a pedagogical
tool that uses scientific inquiry and the outdoors to allow teaches to
cover curriculum demands.

• Provides opportunities to local conservation professionals (biologists,
ecologists, professional naturalists) to successfully contribute to educa-
tion in their local school systems.

CONTACT: RICARDO STANOSS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS, NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY • RSTANOSS@AUDUBON.ORG 
444 BRICKELL AVENUE, SUITE 850, MIAMI, FL 33131 • AUDUBON SCIENCE OFFICE, 545 ALMSHOUSE ROAD, IVYLAND, PA 18974-1119 •

WWW.AUDUBON.ORG
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“ ”
The Schoolyard Ecology
Initiative embodies Audubon’s
mission by connecting people
with nature through science.
Ricardo Stanoss, National Audubon Society


