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Public Policy

Advocating for the conservation of nationally and internationally  
significant wildlife populations and their habitats.

•	Advocated for protection of the Teshekpuk Lake wetlands in the 
Western Arctic, and won a 10-year deferral of oil and gas leasing 
north and east of the Lake. Helped generate more than 150,000 
public comments in opposition to leasing. Played a leadership role in 
the conservation community, and worked with North Slope residents 
in support of a balanced approach to oil and gas in the National 
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska. 

•	Promoted conservation of high-value watersheds in the Tongass 
National Forest through the Tongass Futures Roundtable and the 
Tongass Conservation Collaborative. Appealed the revised Tongass 
Land Management Plan for its failure to protect the ecological 	
integrity and habitat diversity of the Forest. 

•	Challenged in court a massive oil and gas lease sale in the Chukchi 
Sea, in conjunction with other conservation and Alaska Native 
groups. Opposed new attempts to open off-shore areas to oil and gas, 
and built support for new legislation for a time-out for leasing in the 
Beaufort and Chukchi seas. 

•	Defended our country’s National Wildlife Refuges. Testified before 
the Senate Public Lands Subcommittee against authorization of a 
road through Wilderness areas in the Izembek Refuge. Worked to 
thwart attempts to include Arctic Refuge drilling in various legis-	
lative vehicles, and joined community opposition to a proposed 	
land exchange in the Yukon Flats Refuge. 
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Photograph by John Schoen

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Steve Zimmerman (Chair), Juneau AK
Denny Takahashi Kelso (Vice Chair), Santa Cruz CA
Mimi Hogan (Secretary), Anchorage AK
Sirena Brownlee, Anchorage AK
Dee Frankfourth, Seattle WA
Simon Hamm, Denali Park AK
Frank Keim, Fairbanks AK
Eric Myers, Anchorage AK
Gordon Orians, Seattle WA
Katherine Pope, Cumberland Foreside ME
Dave Sonneborn, Anchorage AK
David Wigglesworth, Anchorage AK

STAFF

Stanley E. Senner, Vice President & Executive Director
Lorelei Costa, Director of Development & Communications
Gretchen Hazen, Office Manager
Matt Kirchhoff, Director of Bird Conservation 
Pat Pourchot, Senior Policy Representative
John W. Schoen, Senior Scientist
Melanie Smith, Staff Biologist & GIS Analyst
Taldi Walter, Communications & Education Specialist 

Kittlitz’s Murrelet
Photograph by Milo Burcham



Conservation Science

Synthesizing and applying the best available science to identify and 
understand conservation issues, priorities, and solutions.

•	Completed a scoping report and preliminary science assessment for the 
Beaufort and Chukchi seas off Alaska’s northern and northwestern 
coasts—the first step in a project to identify, map, and describe 	
sensitive ecological resources as development pressures mount in the 
warming Arctic Ocean.

•	Acquired and launched an in-house Geographic Information System 
(GIS), giving Audubon the means to analyze and map ecological and 
climate change data. Updated maps and evaluated geospatial data in 
the Tongass National Forest and the Western Arctic.

•	Led a science expedition to the Tongass National Forest to familiar-
ize a team of prominent conservation biologists and forest ecologists 
with the Tongass. On the trip, conducted a field-based peer-review of 
Audubon’s recent Tongass Conservation Assessment, resulting in a 
scientific consensus of findings. 

•	Continued to identify, nominate, and recognize Important Bird Areas 
(IBAs) throughout Alaska for inclusion into the international network 
of essential habitats for birds. Recognized St. Lazaria Island (shown 
on front), Creamer’s Field, Alaska Range Foothills, Iditarod River 
Lowlands, Ivanof Bay, and several other sites as new IBAs. Upgraded 
Chiniak Bay, Mendenhall Wetlands, Copper River Delta, and several 
others to global significance. Completed the IBA GIS database.
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More than a dozen Alaska WatchList species 
nest, molt, or stop around Teshekpuk Lake 
during migration, including Long-tailed 
Ducks (above), Spectacled Eiders, King 
Eiders, Red-throated Loons, Dunlins,  
Buff-breasted Sandpipers, and Yellow-billed 
Loons.  
Photograph by Milo Burcham

The Chukchi Sea provides summer habitat 
for much of the Pacific walrus population. 
Walruses typically rest on ice floes, but in the 
summer of 2007, as sea ice retreated to record 
levels, unprecedented numbers of walruses 
“hauled out” to shore in Alaska and Russia, 
killing thousands of animals in crowded  
stampedes.
Photograph by Dave Cline



Outreach and Education

Raising public awareness about the natural world, and growing and 
strengthening our conservation community.

•	Promoted the conservation of Important Bird Areas (IBAs), 
WatchList species, and other wildlife populations and habitats in 
Alaska. Designed and distributed a poster-sized map of Alaska’s IBAs. 
Produced a DVD about Teshekpuk Lake with the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and Wildlife Conservation Society.

•	Sponsored a marine ornithology course with the University of Alaska 
Southeast,  and provided scholarships to three students to participate, 
with support from the Studebaker Environmental Education Fund.

•	Encouraged participation in citizen science projects. Maintained the 
Alaska eBird website (www.ebird.org/ak), and encouraged thousands 
of birders to enter their birding records into the eBird database.

•	Promoted the enjoyment of birds and birdwatching. Published 
and publicized the Anchorage Birding Map, now sold in nine retail 
outlets in the Anchorage area. Partnered with the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game to record seasonal podcasts of birds and other 
wildlife of Potter Marsh.

•	Delivered more than 60 presentations on Alaska public lands issues 
in the Lower 48 states. Held Audubon’s first Alaska public lands 
activist training in Washington, DC for 14 activists from target states. 
Reached thousands of Audubon members through presentations and 
action alerts, and inspired tens of thousands of citizen letters on 
critical conservation issues in Alaska.

Christina Mounce, shown above, one of the 
three students who received an Audubon 
Studebaker Scholarship in 2008 for a marine 
ornithology field course at the University 
of Alaska Southeast. The students surveyed 
Marbled and Kittlitz’s murrelets in Icy Strait  
in the Tongass National Forest.
Photograph by Kelli Burkinshaw

Look to Alaska’s future, and what do you see? At Audubon Alaska we 
envision a place where birds and other wildlife remain abundant and 
ecosystems remain intact for generations to come.

If you share this vision, consider investing in that future by making 
a planned gift, for example by naming Audubon Alaska in your will. 
Your bequest need not be large to make a difference.

For more information, call 907-276-7034, or mail this form to Audubon 
Alaska. All inquiries will be treated confidentially.

LOOK TO
ALASKA’S FUTURE

q	 Please send me information on how to include Audubon Alaska in my 
will or retirement plan.

q	 Please send me information on annuity gifts, with which I would earn 
lifetime income and save taxes.

Name:______________________________________________________
Street:_ _____________________________________________________
City:_________________________   State:_ ____   Zip:_ _______________
Telephone:_ _________________________________________________

Please return to: Audubon Alaska, 441 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 300, Anchorage, AK 99501

Jeremy Brown, below, another Audubon  
Studebaker Scholar.



$100,000 +
The Campion Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
444S Foundation
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
Susan and Lynn Orr
Wilburforce Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
The Conservation Alliance
Turner Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
The Beatrice Fox Auerbach Foundation Fund of the 

Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Nancy Burnett
Elizabeth Wakeman Henderson Charitable Foundation
Eric Myers
Margery Nicolson
Katherine Pope and Chris Harte
David and Alexandra Sonneborn

$5,000 - $9,999
Lynn and Ed Dolnick
Anne Pattee
Mr. Gene Sykes
Steve Zimmerman

$2,000 - $4,999
Brad and Alice Andrews
Anonymous
Betty J. Argo
Mr. and Mrs. Jack J. Dempsey
Ron and Liz Keeshan
The Leighty Foundation
Elizabeth and William L. McLean, III
Katie and Donal C. O’Brien, Jr.
The Howard L. Storch Fund of The Seattle Foundation
Mrs. Anne Symchych
Doug and Maggie Walker

$1,000 - $1,999
ABR, Inc.
Mr. Edgar Bailey
Camp Denali and North Face Lodge
Lorelei Costa and Jason Hale
Dirk V. Derksen and Margaret R. Petersen
Stanley Dirks
The Endurance Fund
Hellmut and Marcy Golde
Simon and Jenna Hamm
Mimi Hogan and P.J. Hill
Denny Takahashi Kelso
Matthew and Patricia Kirchhoff
James and Dianne Mahaffey
Larry and Gail Mayo
Leo Model Foundation
Skip and Trina Myers
Mr. Benjamin Olewine, III
Mr. Benjamin Olewine, IV
Jim and Mary Pipher
Annette Richter and Robert Kunz
Jeffrey Sauer and Theresa Svancara
John and Mary Beth Schoen
Rachel Senner
Stanley and Patricia Senner
Studebaker Environmental Education Fund, Alaska 

Conservation Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Teel
TerraGraphica
Robert and Judy Weeden
Alan Wilson and Charlotte Bensdorp Wilson

$500 - $999
Arctic Audubon Society
Gary Bullock
Steve and Karen Compton
Discovery Voyages
Dr. Susan L. Flader
Carol Griswold
Bernd and Paula Guetschow
J. Milton Harris
Toni Herrick
Don and Pamela Lichty
Todd and Mary Logan
Charles E. Merrill, Jr.
Cathy and Tom Miller
Gordon and Betty Orians
Lin and Walt Pomeroy
Rita Rothman
Marilyn Sandford
Kristin Sholton
E. LaVerne Smith
Beverly June Weems
Marcia Whyde
David Wigglesworth and Rayna Swanson

$250 - $499
Dr. Charles P. Ade
Burt Adelman and Lydia Rogers
Michael Boylan
Wendy Chase and Greg McCarthy
Mitchell B. Cline
Chip and Toni Collins
Kate Dixon and Dan Wilkinson
Joseph and Katherine Donohue
Dee Frankfourth
Shocky Greenberg and Leonard Steinberg
Barbara T. Greening
Karen Herold and Marc Isaacson
Daniel Hildreth
Kirk and Gabrielle Hoessle
Frank Keim
Ken Leghorn and Susan Warner
Jack and Mary Lentfer
Vivian Mendenhall
Jay Nelson
Jon and Carolyn Nickles
Russ and Stacy Oates
Marge Hermans Osborn
Joshua and Kellie Peirce
Geoffrey Peters
Welling T. Pope
Pat Pourchot
Barbara and David Schlumper
Ruth A.M. Schmidt, Ph.D.
Steve and Martha Schoen
John W. Senner
Veronica Slajer
Kristine M. Sowl
Pete Spivey
Patricia S. Straub
Dale and Shirley Taylor
Thomas Internet Consulting
Dan and Ruth Thomson
Nancy Wenninger
Gordon and Linda Wetzel

$100 - $249
John and Jenny Anderson
Judith Anderson
Virginia Anderson
Anonymous
Tom and Rachel Armstrong
Jeff Arndt and Mary Barrett
Amanda Bauer
Anissa Berry and Clay Frick
Mary Anne Bishop

Robert and Lauren Bogue
Maryjane Boland
Dave Bonfilio
Brad and Nancy Boschetto
James Brady
George Buas
Barbara Burnim
Barbara and Michael Carlson
Linda Carroll
Bill and Lynette Cole
Wilson and Susan Condon
Lamar J. Cotten
William Council and Fran Ulmer
Peter and Karen Crandall
Mrs. Edwin Cranston
Clancy and Diane Crawford
Margaret Cronin
Susan Davidson
James L. Davis
Kennedy and Ann Davis
Judy Dearborn and Ed Clark
John and Georgia Dekeyser
David F. DeLap, Jr.
Jeanine Delgman
Judith DeMarsh
Jim and Nancy DeWitt
Barbara B. Doak
Hajo Eicken
Jane Maria Eisemann
George Ellison
Robert and Elizabeth Elsner
Ruth and Charlie Fahl
Martha Jane Fair
Scott Farr
Julian Fischer and Angela Palmer
Joyce Fletcher
Mary E. Forbes and Stephen S. Burnside
James Gillilan
Philip J. Gold
Richard Gordon
Anne Gore
Madeleine M. Grant
Randall Hagenstein and Eve Witten
Tom and Kathy Hanna
Bruce and Carol Hazeltine
Marilyn Heiman
Camilla Herlevich
Mark Hickey
Sherry Huber
Owen and Elaine Hughes
Susan Hunt
Ward and Lois Irwin
Julie Jessen
Michael Fox Johnson
Warren and Janet Jones
John Kauffmann
Steve Kendall
James G. and Mary Lou King
Kim Kleasen and Glenn Thomas
David R. Klein
Patricia Koch
Steven G. Kohl
Linda Kumin
Jean E. Kyle
Mr. and Mrs. William Larned
William Leighty and Nancy Waterman
Sherry Lewis and James Logan
Bonnie Long and Don Giles
Dr. Linda Lowenstine and Dr. Richard Lander
Paul and Valerie Marini
Donald and Lin F. May
Michael and Diane McBride
Carl McCammon
James McGovern
Carol McIntyre

Rosa Meehan and Stan Moll
Lucas and Robyn Mesdag
Peter O. Mjos and Karen Rude
Amal Moamar and Robert Ferstenberg
Janet Morosco
Ray and Kathleen Note
Susan Olsen
David Parish
Thomas and Augusta Parrington
Ruth Parriott and David Willoughby
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Poe
David and Sondra Porter
James and Christina Powers
Prince William Sound Audubon Society
Carl Ramm and Susan Alexander
Bayard D. and Elizabeth Rea
Margaret W. Reed Foundation
Penny Rennick
Bud Rice
Dan Roby
John Rose and Carol Linkswiler
John Rose and Carolyn Pedone
Frank and Sally Rue
Karl B. Schneider
Mark Schwan and Deborah Ballam
Michael Scisco
Rocky Semmes
Charles Sheldon and Randa Williams
Sam Shine Foundation
John Sisk and Mary Pat Schilly
Michael and Linda Smith
Robin Smith
Anthony Steeno
Verner Stillner
Derek Stonorov
Paul Suchanek
Theodore Swem
Alex and Kathy Swiderski
Eric Taylor
Lowell and Tay Thomas
Jules and Margaret Tileston
Thede Tobish and Lisa Oakley
Kathrine Turner
Cameron Vance
Liz Varnhagen
Lisa Weiss
Kathy Wells and Matt Werderber
Robin West
Wilderness Birding Adventures
Deborah L. Williams
Margaret Willson
Dr. Mary F. Willson
Richard and Nancy Wilson
Ronald and Joyce Wolf
Susan Wolfe
Ruth Wood
Richard and Ann Woods
Helena Zimmerman

In-Kind Donations
Alaska Islands and Ocean Visitor Center
Anchorage Trails and Greenway Coalition 
BioGeoCreations
Milo Burcham
Computer Lizards
ESRI Conservation Program
Homer Brewing Company
Julie Jessen
Moose’s Tooth Brewing Company
Parkside Guest House
PIP Printing and Document Services
TerraGraphica

Donations from July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008

Thank you to Our Generous Contributors Audubon  ALASKA

Printed on recycled paper


