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John grew up on an island off the 
Washington coast. He received his 
undergraduate degree in Biology 
from Whitman College in 1969 and 
his Ph.D. in Wildlife Ecology from 
the College of Forest Resources at 
the University of Washington in 
1977.  
 
Prior to joining Audubon in 1997, 
John worked for the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game’s 
Division of Wildlife Conservation 
for 20 years. First, he was a 

Research Biologist in Juneau, Alaska where he studied the ecology of brown bears, black-
tailed deer, and mountain goats and their relationship to forest management. In 1989, John 
moved to Fairbanks and became Research Coordinator and supervised agency research on 
caribou, moose, grizzly bear, and wolf. In 1992, he moved to Anchorage and was the 
division’s Senior Conservation Biologist until he retired in 1997.  
 
John serves as an Affiliate Professor of Wildlife Biology at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks and is a past president of the Alaska Chapter of The Wildlife Society. John has 
also served as Vice President of the Board of Directors of the Alaska SeaLife Center, on the 
International Conservation Union’s Bear Specialist Group, and on the Executive Council of 
the International Association for Bear Research and Management. He has published more 
than 50 scientific and popular articles on Alaska wildlife issues. John is a pilot and has flown 
over most of the state both for Audubon Alaska and as a former wildlife biologist with the 
State of Alaska.  
 
In 1994, John received the Olaus Murie Award from the Alaska Conservation Foundation 
for his exemplary professional contribution to conservation in Alaska. In 2000 he received 
the Northwest Section of The Wildlife Society’s Einarsen Award for outstanding service to 
the wildlife profession, and in 2006 he was selected as a Wildlife Society Fellow. In 2008, he 
received the Wilburforce Foundation’s Conservation Leadership Award to honor his 
exceptional leadership in the conservation movement. 


