Science Content Standards/LIFE SCIENCE, K-4:
Standard Il: (Life Science): Understand the properties,

structures, and processes of living things and the Houghton
interdependence of living things and their environ- Mifflin
ments. Textbook

Hands-on
Learning

IGrade 3

Benchmark I: Know that living things have di-
verse forms, structures, functions and habitats

1. Know that an adaptation in physical struc-
ture or behavior can improve an organism's
chance for survival (e.g. horned toads, chame-
leons, cacti, mushrooms).

2.0bserve that plants and animals have struc-
tures that serve different functions (e.g.
shape of animals' teeth).

their environment.
How animals stay warm
in the winter (feather,
fur, food, dens); ecosys-
tem change over time
(alien invaders); hu-
mans effect on the envi-
ronment; erosion; adap-
tations; could you sur-
vive in Antarctica (traits
that allow living things to
survive in their environ-
ment); deserts.

3. Classify common animals according to their
observable characteristics (e.g. body cover-
ings, structure).

4. Classify plants according to their character-
istics (e.g., tree leaves, flowers, seeds).

Benchmark II: Know that living things have simi- Unit A: How Living
larities and differences and that living things Things Function: evolu-
. tion (e.g. horse); a walk
change over time. in the woods: tree
1. Identify how living things cause changes to identification; "diggin’
the environments in which they live, and that dirt’; biological clocks in
some of these changes are detrimental to the Vi things; forest fires;

organism and some are beneficial traits that are inherited
9 ) vs. acquired in humans.

2. Know that some kinds of organisms that once
lived on Earth have become extinct (e.g., dino-
saurs) and that others resemble those that are
alive today (e.g., alligators, sharks).

Benchmark Ill: Know the parts of the human
body and their functions

1. Know that bacteria and viruses are germs that
affect the human body.

2. Describe the nutrients needed by the human
body.

Unit B: Living things in Structure and

Function. Stu-
dents examine
plants and ani-
mals to deter-
mine the function
of structures
such as teeth
and beaks.
These struc-
tures are re-
lated to the
classification of
animals and
plants, an or-
ganism’s ability
to adapt to differ-
ent environ-
ments, and its
habitat.
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Fall
Program
Wildlife

Detectives
(3 hours)

e

How do we share
our space with
other animals?

While at the Ran-
dall Davey Audu-
bon Center, our
budding scien-
tists will examine
the clues that

some of the New
Mexican wild ani-
mals and plants
have left behind.

Our scientists
will use specific
physical struc-
tures to identify
and classity dif-
ferent animals
and plants. To
help them “crack
the mystery,” stu-
dents will Create
and use a field
guide to identify
the animals they
uncover.
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Spring
Program

Animal
Adaptations

(3 hours)

z

Are we like
other animals?

Why do birds
have beaks?
How do deer
stay warm in the
winter? Our
young scientists
will discover and
observe different
physical and be-
havioral adapta-
tions animals
have for survival
while exploring
the trails of the
Randall Davey
Audubon Center.
Students will try
out some of the
animal adapta-
tions, communi-
cate like an ani-
mal and even
examine real
samples up
close!




