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October 14, 2009
Greetings to All,

Thank you for your dedicated work on Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count. Your efforts are vital to help us
understand how birds are doing and to help develop the conservation efforts needed to protect them.

When Frank Chapman started the “Christmas Bird Census” in 1900, it was a visionary act. But even the
greatest foresight could not have predicted how important the CBC would become as a tool for
conservation. This Citizen Science program marking its 110" year in December has built a database on
bird population trends unmatched by any other wildlife census.

You make possible an unparalleled resource for scientists throughout the United States and Canada. The
CBC was the backbone of Audubon's 2009 Report on Birds and Climate Change, an analysis of 40 years
of data that revealed dramatic shifts northward for many winter birds as a result of warming winter
temperatures. In addition to calling attention to the biological impacts of warmer winter weather, this
pivotal report is enabling conservationists to develop strategies to help ensure the continued survival of
bird species in the face of climate change.

The importance and success of Audubon’s State of the Birds reports, all of which rely on the rich data
collected by participants in the Christmas Bird Count, are made very evident by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's 2009 release of the first U.S. State of the Birds Report. The report represents the evolution of
Audubon’s previous State of the Birds publications into a document that took the birds' warning about the
growing toll of habitat destruction, climate change and shortsighted environmental practices to policy-
makers at federal, state and local levels.

Without your dedication, passion and tireless commitment to the importance of citizen science, neither of
these two groundbreaking reports would have been possible. Thanks to your efforts, we were able to
amplify and share the wake-up call that our winter birds are sending us. Audubon will continue to use
CBC data to contribute to future U.S. State of the Birds Reports, as well as to our own ongoing analyses.

Of course, the CBC also occupies a very special personal place in my life, as | am sure it does in yours.
Each year, this holiday tradition unites the birding community, offering a respite away from shopping malls °
and the other pressures of the season. Last year, | joined New York City’s Central Park birders, as I've
done several times before. Among us was veteran birder Irving Cantor, who took part in his first CBC in
1934. You can watch a video clip about our count in Central Park and the tally afterwards; perhaps it will
inspire you to make and share your own video of the CBC experience.

On behalf of Audubon, the birds and the future generations who will benefit from your efforts, | thank you
for taking part in the 110" Christmas Bird Count. You are a critical part of allowing Audubon to make a
difference for the future of birds, other wildlife, and the habitat we all share.

~resident & CEO, Audubon



