VEERY (Catharus fuscescens) GUIDANCE FOR CONSERVATION

The Veery is found throughout the lowland regions of the Hudson River Valley where it is a
common, but declining as a breeder. It can also be seen during spring and fall migration.

Conservation Status

Partners in Flight lists this species as Regional Concern
in Bird Conservation Region 30, which includes the
Hudson Highlands and Manhattan Hills. The NYS
Breeding Bird Atlas shows a consistent distribution
over the past 20 years in the Hudson River Valley, but
Breeding Bird Survey data reflect a decline in the
state’s population during the past four decades.

Identification
This medium-sized thrush, smaller than an American Robin, has reddish brown upperparts, a buffy
throat and chest with light streaks, and a white belly. The sexes look alike, but the female is
somewhat smaller than the male. It is a bird of the forest understory with a beautiful song. Its name
reflects the sound of its song--a flute-like, descending, spiraling "veeur, veeur, veeur,” which can be
heard throughout the early morning and evening during the breeding season.

Habitat

This bird is found in moist deciduous or mixed woods with a partially open canopy, bottomland
forests, wooded swamps, damp ravines, and regenerating clear cuts. It prefers thickets of early
deciduous second growth and open woods with a dense understory of ferns, shrubs, and saplings.

Food

The Veery feeds mostly on the ground, turning over leaves and debris. It also gleans insects from
foliage and flycatches. It eats insects during spring and summer and mostly wild fruit in the fall.
Favored insects include beetles, wasps, bees, earthworms, snails, spiders, dragonflies, damselflies,
butterflies, moths, and mosquitoes. Favored plant foods include fruiting shrubs and trees such as
cherry, dogwood, grape, elderberry, and honeysuckle.

Nesting

The nest is placed in the base of a sapling or shrub, in shoots, fallen branches, briers, or vines, or on
the ground in a clump of weeds. It is a bulky cup constructed of grasses, weed stems, bark fibers,
small twigs, mosses, and decayed leaves.
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Threats
® Loss of understory from forest management techniques that remove understory.
e Loss of understory from overbrowsing by white-tailed deer.
e Fragmentation and loss of early successional and second-growth woodland breeding habitat to
development, recreational development, and agriculture.
¢ Increased likelihood of nest parasitism by Brown-headed Cowbird due to fragmentation.

Management Recommendations
e Practice forest management in a way that mimics natural disturbance and promotes deciduous
shrubs and saplings while maintaining overall forest cover in the larger landscape.
e Maintain large and unfragmented forest blocks. Patches of 150 acres or larger generally will
provide thrushes with high to moderate levels of habitat suitability.
e Promote understory growth through natural disturbance or management.
e Limit overbrowsing by deer.

This management summary is adapted from Bevier et al. 2004 and
Rosenberg et al. 2003.
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NYS BREEDING BIRD ATLAS COMPARATIVE DATA
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