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eBird Trail Tracker: New Birding 
Tool Now Available  

at the Montezuma Audubon Center 
New interactive software collects and displays bird  
sightings within the Montezuma Wetlands Complex 

 
The Montezuma Audubon Center is pleased to an-
nounce that they have recently installed a new tool 
to assist birders within the Montezuma Wetlands 
Complex: eBird Trail Tracker  from the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology. Visitors to the Complex can 
now check Trail Tracker to find out which birds 
have been seen recently and soon, where they may 
find them. After going out on the trails, visitors can 
then record their own sightings, creating a continu-
ous, updated record of bird observations for the site. 
Users can also view photographs, listen to sounds, 
and read life history information about all the birds 
on the site’s checklist, using simple touch-screen 
technology. The Trail Tracker can be found in the 
exhibit area of the Montezuma Audubon Center. 

            The program is currently in use at various parks 
and National Wildlife Refuges in nine different states. 
“It’s an easy, user-friendly way for our visitors to get an 
update on the species they are interested in seeing and 
then share their experiences with future visitors,” says 
Frank Moses, Director of the Montezuma Audubon 
Center.  “People enjoy mapping their sightings and com-
paring them to what others have seen, plus the new 
sound and video features make it an educational tool.” 

All eBird Trail Tracker reports are pooled in 
eBird, a database containing millions of bird observa-
tions maintained by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
the National Audubon Society. Anyone can explore this 
data at www.ebird.org, using charts and graphs that 
highlight patterns in bird distribution over time.  Every 
time you notice a bird, you are holding a piece of a puz-
zle.  By sharing your sightings with others through 
eBird, you will make it possible to complete the picture 
people need to better understand and protect birds well 
into the future. 

(continued on page 8) 



Kids Programs 
 

Home School Nature Series: 
Signs of Savannah’s Seasons! 
 
For fall and early winter, this series will continue to 
focus on “phenology” or what is happening in nature 
as the seasons change. Designed for home-schooled 
children ages 6-13, our two-hour programs provide 
fun, hands-on opportunities to learn about and 
experience the natural world. The programs will be 
held on Thursdays, 10:00 am to noon or 1:00 pm to 
3:00 pm (except the September 17th evening 
program which is 6:45 pm to 9:00 pm) 
 
September 17: Creatures of the Night 
 
This fall’s home school nature series kicks-off with an 
evening program focusing on the animals that are 
active while we are sleeping. We will hike the center’s 
trails in the dark and learn about adaptations of 
nocturnal animals. The program will conclude with 
stories around the campfire. 
 
October 15: Near and Deer to Me 
 
We often spot white-tailed deer at dusk from our cars, 
but what do we really know about these statuesque 
mammals? Join us as we learn about these now 
common animals which are active all year round.  
Weather-permitting, we will go outside and look for 
signs of deer activity. 

November 19: Finding your Way from Here 
to There 
 
Come on an adventure as we find a hidden treasure 
while developing map and compass reading skills. We 
will also design our own maps which will lead to 
treasures that others in the group will “test”. 
 
December 17: The Junior Christmas Bird 
Count 
 
Every year thousands of people participate in the 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count. The data collected 
from these counts is used by scientists to study the 
health of birds. Through games and activities we will 
refine our bird identification skills and then hit the 
trails to see how many birds we can count. 
For a series registration form or to pre-register for 
programs call 315-365-3588 or email cstokes-
cawley@audubon.org  
Fee: $7/child 

BOY SCOUT DAY! Nature Badge 
Saturday, October 24, 11am-3pm 
Scouts are invited to the Montezuma Audubon Center 
to learn about birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, 
plants, soils and rocks! In addition, scouts can build a 
bird house and/or create plaster casts of mammal 
tracks to take home. These activities will satisfy ALL 
requirements of the nature badge.  
Pre-registration required by October 17.  
Fee: $7/scout. Call or email rlwill02@syr.edu 

Pre-register for programs by calling (315) 365-3588 or e-mail:  cstokes-cawley@audubon.org 

Home-school group exploring the Montezuma Audubon 
Center in the fall (photo by Dave Spier) 

Students at the overlook platform (photo by Dave Spier) 



Bird-of-the-Month Lecture Series 
 
The 2009 Bird-of-the-Month Series is possible 
through the support of the Friends of the Montezuma 
Wetlands Complex and the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation.  The Series highlights primarily the 
Complex’s resident and migratory birds.  Programs are 
from 2:00-3:30 PM and alternate between the 
Montezuma Audubon Center and the Montezuma 
National Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center.   
Bird-of-the-month Fee:  Free to Friends members.   
$5 for adult non-members.  $3 for students. 
 

Migratory Mystery  with Eric Liner 
Sunday, September 27, 2:00-3:30pm  
 
Each year, Hudsonian Godwits pull a disappearing act 
that has the scientific world scratching its head. Join 
us at the Montezuma Audubon Center to learn more 
about this incredible migratory journey with Eric 
Liner, Video Producer from the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. Eric will show a video that features 
Cornell scientist Nate Senner as he travels to southern 
Chile’s Chiloe Island to join scientists with USF&W 
Alaska to reveal the secrets of one of the world’s most 
mysterious migratory birds. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Night Hike and Campfire:  
Whooooo is out and about at night at the 
Montezuma Audubon Center 
Friday, October 30, 6 to 8pm 

Join Audubon staff for a pre-Halloween Adventure as 
we explore the Center’s trails at night. We will learn to 
strengthen our night vision, hoot for owls, hunt like 
bats and much more. This evening will conclude with 
a campfire complete with s’mores! 
To pre-register call (315) 365-3588 or cstokes-
cawley@audubon.org   
 
Fee:  $5/adult; $3/child; $15/family 

Wednesday Naturalists: Autumn 
Nature Walks 
Wednesday, September 23, 10:30am to noon 
Wednesday, October 28, 10:30 to noon 
Wednesday, November 25, 10:30 to noon 
Wednesday, December 23, 10:30 to noon 
 
Join Naturalist, Dave Spier, for a serendipitous nature 
walk for stay-at-home moms/dads, retirees and people 
with flexible schedules. Dave will be looking for early 
signs of autumn. The Wednesday Naturalists leave 
from the center at 10:30am. The hikes are considered 
easy and are approximately 90 minutes long. Feel free 
to bring your camera! 
Dave Spier has led birding hikes, family nature walks, 
and nature photography hikes at the annual Allegany 
Nature Pilgrimage, and for many years was the part-
time naturalist at Bayberry Environmental Education 
Center in Seneca County , New York. Dave’s 
photographs have appeared in magazines such as The 
Conservanist and have been used by calendar 
publishers, ad agencies, and non-profit organizations. 
Dave recently launched a FREE nature photography e-
club for the Friends of the Montezuma Wetlands 
Complex http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/
montezumaphotography/  
Pre-registration requested. Fee: $ 5/adult, $3/child. 
For additional information and to register please 
call (315) 365-3588 or cstokes-cawley@audubon.org 

Pre-register for programs by calling (315) 365-3588 or e-mail:  cstokes-cawley@audubon.org 

Cedar Waxwings (photo by Dave Spier) 

Hudsonian Godwit (photo from Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy) — see the related species profile on page 7 
 
(Bird-of-the-Month listings continue on page 9) 



Saturday Paddles: Fall Foliage Paddle 
October 10th 9:15am-12:30pm 
 
Saturday paddles leave the Audubon Center at 9:30am 
and return at 12:30pm. 
Programs explore various regions of the Northern 
Montezuma Wildlife Management Area. These guided 
trips will highlight the history, birds and wildlife of the 
area. We will be looking for migrating waterfowl and 
enjoying the autumn colors. 
Canoes, paddles, binoculars and life jackets will be 
provided. 
Bring bug spray, sunscreen, water and snacks. 
To pre-register call (315) 365-3588 or email cstokes-
cawley@audubon.org 
Fee: $40/canoe; $10 per canoe if you bring your 
own. 
 
Early Morning Bird Monitoring  
Wednesday, October 14, 7-8:30 am 
Wednesday, November 18, 7-8:30 am 
Wednesday, December 9, 7-8:30 am 
 
Become a Citizen Scientist! Join Naturalist, Dave 
Spier, for an early morning hike through some of the 
varying habitats around the Montezuma Audubon 
Center for our new Bird Monitoring Hikes.  We’ll 
work on fine tuning our bird identification skills 
through sight and sound using binoculars, field guides 
and recordings. The monthly monitoring walks are 
designed to gather long-term data on the presence of 
bird species, their abundance and changes in 
populations associated with habitat management 

activities. The information we gather will be entered 
into the e-bird data base where we store data for our 
Important Bird Area monitoring efforts at the Center. 
The hikes will leave from the Center tentatively at 7am.  
Check first for exact times. If you’re interested but 
can’t make the early start, we may schedule a second 
loop of the trails for 9 am.   
To register call 315-365-3588 or email cstokes-
cawley@audubon.org 
Fee: $5/person, $3/child 
 
NYS Waterfowl Identification Course 
Tuesday, September 29, 6—10pm 
 
Learn to identify ducks, geese and swans through 
plumage patterns, size, silhouettes, flight 
characteristics, calls and even the sound of their wings. 
This free course is offered at the Montezuma Audubon 
Center and taught by Dave Odell. Class size is limited 
and pre-registration is required. Proof of taking the 
Waterfowl Identification Course is required in order to 
hunt waterfowl on the refuge. Montezuma NWR 
regulations and maps are available by calling the refuge 
at 315-568-5987. 
To register call 315-365-3588 or email cstokes-
cawley@audubon.org 
 

 

TogetherGreen Volunteer Day: 
Refuge Tree Planting 
Meet at the Montezuma Refuge Visitors 
Center 
Saturday, October 3, 9am to 1pm 
 
Join  other volunteers, as we restore a corridor of forest 
along the Seneca River. We will be planting a variety 
of native trees to: help maintain connectivity of 
bottomland hardwood forest; protect the water quality 
of the river; provide nesting habitat for wood ducks, 
cerulean warblers and bald eagles and; provide habitat 
for the endangered Indiana bat and other species.  
Lunch will be provided.   (continued on next page) 

Pre-register for programs by calling (315) 365-3588 or e-mail:  cstokes-cawley@audubon.org 

Saturday paddle on Seneca River  
(Photo by Becky Williams) 



For additional information and/or to volunteer call 
Margaret at 315-365-3588 or email at 
marscook3@gmail.org by October 2 at noon. 
 
TogetherGreen Volunteer Day: 
Bird Feeding Extravaganza 
Meet at the Montezuma Audubon Center 
Saturday, October 17, 10am-2pm 
 
Join the staff from the Montezuma Audubon Center as 
we spend the day learning about the birds that will 
visit our feeders this winter and exploring how to 
monitor these birds using Project FeederWatch. The 
day includes a bird feeder and suet making workshop. 
Nature store bird feeders and bird seed will be on sale 
throughout the day. 
Fees vary depending on the type of feeder one 
chooses to make. All other activities are free. 
 
TogetherGreen, an innovative Audubon initiative 
funded by Toyota, provides opportunities to help 
people take actions in their community to improve the 
health of the environment.  
 
For additional information and/or to volunteer call 
Margaret at 315-365-3588 or email at 
marscook3@gmail.org by Friday, October 16 at 
noon. 

_____________________________ 

Come out to the Montezuma Audubon Center anytime 
and enjoy a walk on one of the many trails.  Autumn 
asters and other composites will add touches of color, 
and you never know what migratory birds might stop 
by.  Trails lead south to Crusoe Creek, west to the dike 
trails and northwest to the observation platform and 
then north on Warbler Walk through another woods. 

 

Montezuma Audubon Center is 
now on Facebook! 

Visit our page and become a fan at: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Montezuma-

Audubon-Center/99208163066 
Check out pictures and event schedules as well 

as post your own thoughts/concerns  
and pictures! 

_____________________________ 

Rose-ring Blanket-flower (Gaillardia pulchella) beside the 
trail crossing the north field at Montezuma Audubon Cen-
ter  (photo by Dave Spier) 

Autumn aster in a field at the Montezuma Audubon Center        
(photo by Dave Spier) 

Bur-marigold near one of the ponds at the Montezuma 
Audubon center  (photo by Dave Spier) 



 

Ragweed 
© Dave Spier 

 
             It's the peak of allergy season for ragweed 
sufferers, and according to weed ecologists, the problem is 
getting worse.  Increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
and warmer temperatures are producing a bumper crop and 
higher-than-normal pollen counts.  In other words, global 
warming is having an immediate impact close to home.  
Each ragweed plant is capable of producing a billion pollen 
grains over the course of its flowering period. 

Unfortunately, goldenrod gets the bad rap because 
both plants grow in the same habitat.  The highly visible 
yellow goldenrod flowers actually produce large, sticky 
pollen grains designed to stick to insects attracted to the 
color.  The inconspicuous green ragweed, which depends 
on wind pollination, blends into the background where it is 
unnoticed. 
             Common Ragweed is also known as bitterweed, 
carrot-weed, tassel-weed and hayfever-weed (probably the 
most appropriate of them all).  It's Latin name is Ambrosia 

artemisiifolia.  Ambrosia now refers to the mythic food of 
Greek gods that allowed them to live forever, but originally 
it meant simply "immortal."  This is probably a testimonial 
to the tenacity of a weed that's almost impossible to 
eradicate, except perhaps on a temporary local basis.  The 
second part of its scientific name, the species, indicates its 
relationship, both in appearance and genetics, to Artemisia, 
the genus of wormwoods and mugworts.  All of these 
plants are prolific powdery-pollen producers in the Aster 
(Daisy) Family.  The relationship is based on technical 
characteristics of the flowers. These particular species lack 
showy petals because there's no need to attract insects.  The 
tiny bell-like flowers have green hoods covering the yellow 
male stamens.  On ragweed, these blossoms are lined up 
along the top of the stem in a spike.  Female flowers are 
even less conspicuous and grow in the leaf axils (where the 
leaves attach to the main stem).  The green leaves are 
deeply dissected and remotely fern-like. 
             During the winter, persistent ragweed seeds -- rich 
in oil -- are eaten by a number of resident songbirds and 
upland game birds.  To humans, the seeds are bitter tasting, 
hence the alternate name bitterweed.  In the summer, a few 
ragweeds may be eaten by the caterpillars of several 
butterfly and moth species.  Perhaps we should encourage 
those species. 
             Ragweed is an annual plant that grows in disturbed 
ground.  It goes through its entire life cycle in one growing 
season and then dies.  From the human perspective its 
useless if not outright obnoxious and undesirable.  From an 
ecological point of view, it is a native pioneer plant that 
colonizes bare patches of ground after some sort of 
disturbance, either natural or manmade.  Ragweed's 
miniscule arrowhead-shaped seeds are covered with spines 
that cling to any passing animal brushing by the ripe plant.  
Eventually they drop off and a few may land in suitably 
dry, sunny or partly-shaded locations.  By contrast, 
dandelion and thistle seeds arrive on the wind.  Goldenrod 
seeds have smaller fuzzy "parachutes" and travel shorter 
distances.  The weeds stabilize the soil and reduce erosion, 
paving the way for shrubs to move in.  Eventually trees 
gain a foothold and given enough time, a forest will 
regenerate itself in what was once an open field.  By then 
the annual ragweeds are long gone.  They lost out in the 
battle for sunlight. 
              
Contact Dave at northeastnaturalist@yahoo.com  
Several of Dave's previous articles can be found on his 
blog at http://northeastnaturalist.blogspot.com/  More 
of his nature photos can be found at http://www.flickr.
com/photos/dave_spier  
 
 
(This copyrighted article and photo first appeared in the 
Times of Wayne County.  Request permission from Dave to 
reuse any parts or all of the article or the photo.) 

Common Ragweed flowers (photo © Dave Spier) 



Hudsonian Godwits breed in five isolated colonies 
across the Arctic: two locations on the southwest shore of 
Hudson Bay, a strip of shore on the Beaufort Sea in the 
Northwest Territories, and two sections of the Alaska coast.  
They winter in southern South America, mainly along the 
coast of Uruguay, Argentina and southern Chile.  While 
some of the birds seem to make amazing nonstop flights of 
several thousand miles at a time between these extremes, 
others rest more frequently along the way.  Some gather at 
James Bay before jumping to the Atlantic coast.  From 
there they go to Venezuela and then jump again to the final 
winter destination. 

A sporadic Hudsonian Godwit is possible at 
Montezuma from early September to early November, but 
you’re more likely to find a few from late-September to 
mid-October.  They are never common or widespread 
because their population size is now limited.  The IUCN 
(International Union for Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources) lists the species as “near-threatened.”  
It’s believed that Hudsonian Godwits never recovered from 
unregulated market hunting and feather collecting in the 
late 1800’s.  More information about their current 
distribution can be found at eBird.org, and current sightings 
are often posted on Cayugabirds, an e-mail list.  Contact 
Dave at northeastnaturalist@yahoo.com  for details.  

The Hudsonian Godwit will be featured as a Bird-
of-the-month program at Montezuma on September 27.   
             What shorebirds are you seeing at the Montezuma 
Audubon Center?  You can join the MAC Yahoo nature 
group -- http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
MontezumaAudubon/ -- and post your sightings there. 
(see below for information on a photo group) 
 
(This copyrighted article and photo first appeared in the 
Times of Wayne County on August 29, 2009.  Request 
permission from Dave to reuse.) 

Hudsonian Godwit 
© 2009 Dave Spier 

 
Shorebirds are a varied group of species that util-

ize wetlands for feeding and resting during migration.  
Most of them travel to the Canadian tundra north of the 
treeline to nest.  They arrive on breeding grounds by early 
June and immediately begin establishing territories and 
building nests.  By the time the chicks hatch, insect abun-
dance is peaking.  Can you visualize the swarms of mos-
quitoes?  And you thought it was bad here this past sum-
mer… 

Arctic summers are short and many shorebirds are 
heading south before August.  Adult females often leave 
first, followed by adult males and then the juveniles.  
Lesser Yellowlegs and Least Sandpipers were already 
showing up at the Montezuma Audubon Center’s south 
impoundment in July.  The entire Montezuma Wetlands 
Complex is an important resting and refueling station for 
migrating shorebirds.  Identifying the exact species can be 
difficult due to similarities in size and plumage within the 
various groups, but the spectacle can be enjoyed and ap-
preciated as a whole without knowing the individuals.  
Here in the Finger Lakes, autumn migration peaks in late 
August and early September.  A number of species linger 
through October, and Dunlin are even common into early 
November. 
             One of the less common, but also largest, shore-
birds to stop at Montezuma is the Hudsonian Godwit, 
Limosa haemastica, a member of the sandpiper family.  
It’s 15 to 16 inches long, about two and a half times the 
length of the tiny Least Sandpiper.  The long, slightly-
upturned bill -- which is used to probe for invertebrates in 
the mud -- is pinkish with a dark tip.  Fall adults are gray, 
but juveniles are browner with pale tips on the back feath-
ers.  A dark tail contrasts with the lighter rump.  If the bird 
takes flight, look for dark wing linings underneath. 

 

Montezuma Audubon Center  
Yahoo Groups 

 

Two free nature e-clubs have been established for anyone 
interested in activities, birding and/or nature at the Audu-
bon Center and surrounding Montezuma Wetlands Com-
plex north of Cayuga Lake in the Finger Lakes Region.  
Emphasis is on sharing information about the species, 
habitats and landscapes found around the Center and 
throughout the Wetlands Complex.  To become a member:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MontezumaAudubon/  
The companion group for people specifically interested in 
nature photography is http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/
montezumaphotography/ 

 Hudsonian Godwit at Montezuma (photo © Dave Spier) 

Sign up for the seasonal e-newsletter by calling (315) 365-3588 or e-mail:  cstokes-cawley@audubon.org 



eBird Trail Tracker (continued from page 1) 
 

Funds raised during the Friends of the 
Montezuma Wetlands Complex’s Eleventh Annual 
Muckrace in 2007, a 24-hour birding event, were used 
to purchase the eBird Trail Tracker.  The Trail Tracker 
made its debut at this year’s Muckrace held September 
11-12. 

For more information about eBird Trail 
Tracker, please visit www.birds.cornell.edu/is/ett  or 
contact Barry Bermudez at bab78@cornell.edu or 
607-254-1143.   

 
Educational Program Flyers 
Available 
 
Two new flyers detail field trip opportunities 
 
Eco-Adventure Field Trips 
These programs are designed for elementary school 
students in grades one through five.  They connect 
kids with nature through minds-on, hands-on games 
and activities.  Developmentally appropriate themes 
include the following: 
Grade 1 : Incredible Insects 
Grade 2: Making Way for Wetland Winters 
Grade 3: Green Means Grow! 
Grade 4: The Marsh Munch Food Web 
Grade 5: Savannah Sleuths and Montezuma 
Mysteries 
 
Montezuma’s Little Naturalists 
These seasonally appropriate programs are designed 
for 4 to 6 year olds.  They incorporate puppetry, 
imaginative play, cooperative games and outdoor 
exploration.  Funds from the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities help make Little Naturalists possible.  Each 
is based on a children’s nature-themed book.  Choose 
from the following: 

Here is the Wetland 
The Mitten 
Leaf Man 

A Log’s Life 
Feathers for Lunch 

 
For a copy of either or both flyers, contact Becky or 
Carol at (315) 365-3588 or e-mail: cstokes-
cawley@audubon.org  
 

The Montezuma Misfits entered the 2009 Muckrace as a 
recreational team and chose bicycles as a low-carbon ap-
proach for traveling to the various birding hotspots.  From 
left to right are Camille Burns, Carol Stokes-Cawley, Jes-
sica Orkin and Becky Williams.  (photo by Jeremy Burns) 

Doug Cameron enters data in the new eBird Trail tracker 
at the Montezuma Audubon Center on September 16th after 
the inaugural Bird Monitoring Hike from 7 am to 9 am.  
(photo by Carol Stokes-Cawley) 



Bird-of-the-Month Lecture Series 
 

Habitat and Fall-Winter Survival of 
Ruffed Grouse in New York State  
with Megan Skrip 
Sunday, November 8, 2:00-3:30pm  
 
While still the second most popular game bird in New 
York (after the Wild Turkey), the Ruffed Grouse is 
declining in overall abundance as forests age and 
aggregate.  A study by NYSDEC and SUNY ESF 
evaluated the factors contributing to the decline and 
assessed the impact of harvest and habitat on grouse 
survival.  Meet at the Montezuma Audubon Center. 
 

Aspens 
© Dave Spier 

 
            If there's one plant that's key to the winter 
survival of grouse, it's the aspen tree.  Closely related 
to cottonwood, another poplar, aspens come in two 
species, the quaking (or trembling) and the big-tooth.  
Both are fast-growing, short-lived trees that colonize 
old fields, woodland edges, burned forests or sunny 
breaks where a large tree has blown down.  They need 
plenty of light to grow and will not reproduce in the 
shade of their parents.  On the other hand, the shade 
they produce makes a good habitat for long-lived trees 
like oaks, maples and beech.  The aspens stabilize the 
soil and reduce erosion and their shade suppresses 
competition from shrubs.  Although grouse need the 
shrubs for escape cover and autumn berries, it's the 
large aspens with their abundant crop of flower buds 

that will get the birds through the winter.  The grouse 
is so dependent on the aspen that the range of both 
species corresponds very closely across North 
America. 
            Young aspens commingled with bushes 
provide grouse with protective cover to raise their 
broods.  As the trees reach 12 to 15 years of age, the 
grouse lose interest and move on.  The woods have 
become too open for the grouse to hide.  As the aspens 
reach 30 years of age, the situation reverses and 
grouse return to the trees during cold weather 
beginning as early as October.  Grouse particularly 
relish the large male flower buds -- the ones that will 
resemble pussy willows in the spring -- if they're not 
eaten.   

Fruits of female poplars hang in long, clustered 
catkins that release cottony seeds.  These are eaten by 
numerous birds and mammals in addition to the 
Ruffed Grouse.  Aspens also reproduce by cloning 
themselves from long, underground stems.  In this 
way, they often form circular, monocultural groves 
with tall trees in the center and short, young ones on 
the edges. 
            Poplars, aspens and cottonwoods are all 
members of the same genus (Populus) in the willow 
family.  The leaves are toothed and triangular or 
rounded-triangular.  The leaves have long stems and in 
one species, the Quaking Aspen (Populus 
tremuloides), the leafstalks are flattened, allowing the 
leaves to flutter in a light breeze.  The Quaking Aspen 
might otherwise be called the small-toothed poplar.  
Its close relative, the Bigtooth Aspen (Populus 
grandidentata) has very coarse saw-like teeth around 
the edges of the leaves.   

When young, aspens have smooth, greenish or 
light gray bark changing to dark and furrowed as they 
mature.  The bark of saplings is an important food in 
the diet of beavers. 
            Aspens seldom grow more than 40 or 50 feet 
high and a foot in diameter before disease, insects or 
storms kill them.  The soft and brittle wood has been 
used to make paper pulp and woodenware.  Dead 
aspens quickly rot, but this is an advantage to the 
chickadee which can use its short bill to excavate a 
nesting cavity in the soft pulp.  It might be said of the 
aspen, "Live fast; die young." 
                         
(This copyrighted article and photo first appeared in 
the Times of Wayne County on November 3, 2008.  All 
rights are reserved.) 



MAC Calendar of Events        
 
September 
 
September 17: Home School Nature Series-

Creatures of the Night 
September 23: Wednesday Naturalists– 

First Full Day of Autumn Hike 
September 27: Bird-of-the-Month Lecture 

Series– Migratory Mystery 
September 29: NYS Waterfowl 

Identification Course 
 
October 
 
October 3: TogetherGreen Volunteer Day- 
              Refuge Tree Planting  
October 10: Saturday Paddle-Fall Foliage 
               Paddle 
October 14: Early Morning Bird                 
               Monitoring 
October 15: Home  School Nature Series–  
               Near and Deer to Me 
October 17: TogetherGreen Volunteer Day– 
                Bird Feeding Extravaganza 
October 24: Boy Scout Day! Nature Badge 
October 28: Wednesday Naturalists–         
                Autumn Nature Walk 
October 30: Night Hike and Campfire 
 
November  
 
November 8: Bird-of-the-Month — Grouse 
November 18: Early Morning Bird                       
                   Monitoring Walk 
November 25: Wednesday Naturalists 
 
December 
 
December 9: Early Morning Bird                 
                 Monitoring Walk 
December 23: Wednesday Naturalists  

MAC Staff  
 
Frank Moses, Center Director 
Carol Stokes-Cawley, Education Manager 
Camille Burns, Teacher Naturalist 
Rebecca Williams, Americorps Naturalist 
Dave Spier, AmeriCorps Naturalist 
Margaret Cook, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

The Montezuma Audubon Center is a State-owned facility 
operated through a cooperative agreement between 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conser-
vation and the National Audubon Society and is located 
approximately 2 miles north of the Hamlet of Savannah on 
State Route 89. 
 
Montezuma Audubon Center 
PO Box 187 
2295 State Route 89 
Savannah, NY 13146                    Phone:  315-365-3580 

Visit us on the web @ 

http://ny.audubon.org/CentersEdu_Montezuma.html 

Black Walnut at the MAC   (photo by Dave Spier) 
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