7 hen & complex *aduli”
\_K_." Isze dntrudes inio the
1ives of child ren, they

nezd extra sppert to undarstand
hew it Fits inta tele own Lives

Wiihcut that suppor, they are L=fic
o use their limited experience and

chilld-size knoadedpe (and fears)
o grappls with something
powerfal and potentially

overwhelming. Global wamming 15

such an lsue.

Children hear thess words—or
thelr varlation, “dimare change"—

everywhere, from ibe classroom o
the family dinner tahle o the

mizvies, 1% a ol of preat concern

even for adules. For children, &
can be terrifping. Children may
have unrealbtic expeciations about
their individual responsibiity for
and abiligy in charge the cours of
this global event.

W at Audubon Adventures
beliewe this serous topk & an
imiportant one for chddren 1o
understand & Fully as possible. 1t
15 & topi that belongs In the
dlasaroom, ot as learning about
the werkings of sarth-qmak e, de
study of habitars, and news of
severs weather do. Ies a topic rich
In scieree f=arch scienpes, lifE
seience, and physical soience) and
geography. The iricky part i that
It’s happening even a we'r=
Iearning about 1t 1t can also be
pontroversial, becauss ie capes
and coreequences and what o

’;‘;‘;\udubon

Helping Children Understand
Global Warming

What Does It Mean?

B Quide-Reference Glossary
dimois change: the: slow proces of shifts in Earth's
EII.H‘BTFHWHI.GDH warming i a typa of dimata
angs. i
i
ompact finsaent bull: 2 typs of kit bulb that lasts lorgar
and uses bass arergy than an roardescant [reagular') ight bub
forsz fal: fusd, such a5 od, coal, and natural gas, formad desp insda
Earth from tha remaire of plams ard arimaks that fvad intha
diftankt past.
the process by which temparsturas on Earth ara reing
sowdy s 2 et of the buildup of crbon diodde and cthar gasss in
tha abmimphers, which is rased by the buming of fomid fusks

do about 1 spill over inio the
palitical arena.

The Warional Audubon
Society fily agrees with the
United Mations and leading
scianrkes In the U2 and around
the world dhat global warming isa.
fact and that it 1s cused by human
adivites. The latter—that the
engine of plobal warming i
hurman acchvity—reveals the dual
nacure of the problem that we
want to belp children grasp:
People caussd 1 people can take
sieps to remedy It In other words,
yex, there's trouble, bt there’s also
hope for the funare because we
hawe recognized the problem,
we are smart, and we are on
the case.

1 Bdubon Bdvaniuras Clonroom Raource Manml
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s, therals troubls, but therak alo hopa for tha fiture bacwss we have recognized the problem,
wu are smart,and we are on the oea

Here arz some simple
recommeendations that can help
you talk about global warming
with children In your dasspoome

] tGive them the faces. The facis
may be sobering. but dey can
help dizpel unrealistic fears and
sxpeciations. Knowinp the facts
about what's scaring you s the
best defiznse. Learn as muxch as
you can about the topkc on. your
OATL ADSAEDS 10 Many ques
tions about global warming can
bz found at weasmdubon cegs
pobe WanmingGet TheFacs php.

Here you will also find 2
opy of the United 2ations’
report, “Climate Change 3007
Bitigacion of Climags Chanpe.”

2 Remssure children chat the
isasars often descrbed as
corseqaenczs of plobal
warming are reither dose
at band nor insviable.

3 Try o avaid the “blame game™
becauss that Invites both anger
and guilr. Instead, point out
that pzople didn't dways know
that burning fmail fuels would
cause 1 problem liks this. Now
that they know, they'r= doing
someching about 1t

< Help children undernstand that
the actions of individuals in
their daily lives (snch as using
cormpact flunre scent lighe balbs,
walking mor=driving Jess,
‘wing less plastic, ind 3o on) do

make a differencs when they're
added o the actions of il lore
aof other individuals. Skwing
and stopping the trend of plobal
WRITINg requires commitment
on alarpe scale from govern-
mmenes, bosirerses, and people
around the world.

5 Bring parents into the
discussion. Let them know how
you are dealing with this topic
at school. Share these tips and
the farts with them so they can
suppart thelr childeen's nesd
for both knowledpe and

TEasslTances.
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