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2006 Audubon Chapter Newsletter Contest IN THIS ISSUE:

E Y ongratulations and thanks are offered to all Chapter newsletter editors and 2006 Newsletter Contest

presidents who entered the 2006 Newsletter Contest. Special thanks to Judi Audubon Adventures
Hetrick, newsletter editor of the Audubon Miami Valley Chapter and journal-

ism professor at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. Judi, along with two journalism

students, Melissa Kaelin and Shannon Hinegardner, recruited judges and coordinated

the contest this year.
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The newsletter contest is held every other year and all Chapters are eligible to enter.
'This year 21 volunteer judges evaluated entries in size categories determined by the
number of members in each Chapter. Judges examined how newsletter design and
content appeared to meet the needs of members, along with quality of writing, editing
and production. They also evaluated each issue for identity, design, layout, typography,
use of graphics, and effectiveness as a Chapter communications tool. We hope that the
entrants will find the comments they received from the judges to be helpful, recogniz-
ing that the goal of this exercise is to improve member communications at the Chapter
level across the organization.
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Results of the Audubon newsletter contest for 2006 are included below, listed in order
from first to third place in the noted Chapter size categories. For additional informa-
tion about the contest, with tips for newsletter editors, judges comments and PDF’s of

newsletters submitted, please see the Audubon Web site at:

bttp://www.audubon.org/local/contest/winners.html.

by Daniel S. Kilby

1500+ Members

First: The Golden Gate Gull, Golden Gate Audubon Society
Second: The Travis Signal Smoke, Travis Audubon Society

Third (TIE): Tucson Vermillion Flycatcher, Tucson Audubon Society
Third (TIE): NYC Urban Audubon, New York City Audubon Society

1000-1500 Members

First: Wingbeats, Wake Audubon Society

Second: Pilchuck Audubon Profile, Pilchuck Audubon Society
Third: The Quail, Mount Diablo Audubon Society

800-1000 Members

First: El Telcolote, Santa Barbara Audubon Society

Second: The Osprey, Monmouth County Audubon Society
Third: Audubon Log, Northeastern Wisconsin Audubon Society

550-800 Members

First: Roadrunner, Conejo Valley Audubon Society

Second: The Leaflet, Sassafras Audubon Society

Third: LH Audubon Society Newsletter, Litchfield Hills Audubon Society
400-550 Members

First: The Scrub Jay, Audubon of Martin County

Second: The Heron Herald, Rainier Audubon Society

Third: The Flyaway, Potapaug Audubon Society

Newsletter Contest Winners

200-400 Members

First: The Sycamore Warbler, Sycamore Audubon Society
Second: QAS Newsletter, Quittapahilla Audubon Society
Third: The Red Poll, Arctic Audubon Society

Under 200 Members

First: The Storm Petrel, Kalmiopsis Audubon Society
Second: The Heron, Fond du Lac County Audubon Society
Third: The Skimmer, Southeast Volusia Audubon Society

Judges:
The following individuals volunteered as judges, spent considerable

time and effort reviewing entries and provided thoughtful comments
to all. Without them, the contest would not be possible and their
contributions are gratefully acknowledged:

Bruce Ackerman, Douglas Bloom, Debra Bowles, Suzanne Cooper,
Bryan Cooperrider, Anne Hanley, Nancy Hertzel, Judi Hetrick, Shan-
non Hinegardner, Melissa Kaelin, Marge Kennedy, Rose-Mary King,
Gail Mayo, Beverly McKenzie, Elizabeth Nelson, Jane Newhagen,
Holly Peirson, Chris Redfem, Sue Rupp, Cynthia Stockwell and
Robert Wick.




Tools for Chapters

N tc HAPTE Rk
is published quarterly by National Audubon Society
as a resource for Chapter leaders and an electronic

copy is available on the Web for all Chapter officers,
committee chairs and board members.

Send Networker articles and
Chapter Services inquiries to:

Audubon Chapter Services
Building 30, Fort Missoula Road
Missoula, MT 59804

Phone/Fax
(800) 542-2748

Email
Lynn Tennefoss
Vice President, State Programs
and Chapter Services
ltennefoss @audubon.org

Carrie Cummings
Program Associate

ccummings @audubon.org

Contact Audubon-Policy Office
1150 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 861-2242
Fax: (202) 861-4290

Contact Audubon Home Office
700 Broadway
New York, NY 10003
(212) 979-3000
Fax: (212) 979-4290

Audubon Website
www.audubon.org

Editor
Carrie Cummings

Design
Randy Stekly, Double Click Design

Contributors
Steven D’Amato
Judi Hetrick
Daniel S. Kilby

Next Issue Deadline
For Submitting Materials to the Chapter Networker

Fall 2006 Issue:
Friday, August 25, 2006

Winter 2007 Issue:
Friday, November 3, 2006

Duck scene by Steven D’Amato
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ADVENTURES

A Track Record of
Excellence That
Teachers Trust

Audubon Adventures is an exciting
project loved by Chapters, teachers, and
students for more than 20 years. Used
in more than 40 of the 50 states, Audu-
bon Adventures is designed and devel-
oped specifically for use by students ages
8 — 11 and classroom teachers spanning
grades 3 — 6. In addition, educators in
non-formal settings (youth clubs, park
districts, after school programs, scouts,
and nature centers) are using Audubon
Adventures to meet their specific needs.

Environmental education helps teachers
to teach principles of science. Ninety-
four percent of the teachers who use
Audubon Adventures teach general
science, 87% use Audubon Adventures
to teach respect for living things and
47% use Audubon Adventures to teach
scientific research skills.

Audubon Adventures
is aligning to Academic
Achievement Standards in:

CA,FL, 1L, MO, NM, NV, NY,
OH, PA, TX, and WY.

Plans for 2006-07:

* Wings and Things - A brand new
Classroom Resource Kit will be re-
leased this September featuring birds,
bees, bats, and John James Audubon
himself!

* Audubon Adventures on CD, enabling
Audubon state programs, Centers,
and Chapters to access our extensive
catalog. Subscribers can obtain the
license to publish this content if they
so desire.

* Connecting Audubon Adventures to
Audubon at Home and the Great
Backyard Bird Count.

* Developing a more engaging and exten-
sive education Web site for educators
around the country and the world.

* Conducting pilot programs to increase
reach and impact, focusing on after-
school clubs and new partnerships.

Friendly Assistance Is A
Phone Call or a Click Away!

Complete information on getting
started in this award-winning program
is available on our Web site,
www.audubon.org/educates/aa, includ-
ing forms and flyers, testimony from
Chapter leaders and teachers who have
used Audubon Adventures, awards, and
other good stuff. We hope you will join
our Audubon adventure!

FOR MORE INFO:
Call 800-813-5037 or email
education @audubon.org.

WOW! AMAZING! GREAT JOB!

The following Audubon Societies produced extraordinary results with the Audubon Ad-
ventures program in the 2005-06 school year and are applauded. Delaware Audubon
(DE), Washington Crossing Audubon (NJ), Coeur D’Alene Audubon (ID), Northwest
Arkansas Audubon (AR), Litchfield Hills Audubon (CT), Red Rock Audubon (NV), Ala-
chua Audubon (FL), Wasatch Audubon (UT), Oklawaha Valley Audubon (FL), Mesilla
Valley Audubon (NM), Northern Neck Audubon (VA), Greater Ozarks Audubon (MO),

and Francis M. Weston (FL).

The staff of Audubon Adventures extends our appreciation to all of our 2005-06
season volunteers. Thank you all for your dedication to furthering Audubon’s mission
by delivering Audubon Adventures to children and teachers in your community.
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A mevsage from Joban Flicker

Update!

2006 Regional
Elections

With the deadline for voting passed,
ballots have been counted in the four
Regional Elections to the National
Audubon Society Board of Directors.
Nominees to the board are:

Central Election Region:
A. Peter Cannon, Jr.

Central Great Lakes Election Region:

Alan R. Dolan

Northeast Election Region:
Jane-Kerin Moffat

Western Election Region:
Jess Morton

Thanks to all Chapters who participated
in these elections. The candidates above
will be placed on the slate of board
nominees that is voted upon at the An-
nual Meeting of Members in January

2007.

In memory...

Ellen Wade Ackerman, president
of the Richmond Audubon
Society, died peacefully at her
home on July 10, 2006. She
leavves behind many friends and
neighbors and her colleagues

at the Shepherd’s Center of
Richmond, the Richmond
Audubon Society, and the
Virginia Important Bird Area
Program.

Ellen was an active volunteer in
the Virginia Audubon Council,
Virginia IBA Program, and
Richmond Audubon. She will be
greatly missed.

Dear Audubon
Chapter Leaders

I hope that you have had a chance to

see “An Inconvenient Truth,” Al Gore’s
excellent documentary film about global
warming. If you have already seen it, rec-
ommend it to a friend.

Scientists now tell us that global warming
is the single greatest threat to birds and
wildlife in our lifetime. We can see it hap-
pening already. Birds are arriving earlier,
leaving later, and changing locations to
survive. Polar bears have decreased from
over 1200 to about 950 because of melting
polar ice, and face extinction. Coral reefs
are dying because ocean temperatures are
rising. Productive estuaries and coastal
wetlands are threatened with rising sea
level.

At its May 2006 meeting, the Board

of Directors approved a framework for
Audubon’s role in addressing global warm-
ing. The Board articulated the following
reasons for engaging in this issue:

* Global warming is one of the new
century’s greatest threats and challenges
to the planet. It is a leading threat to
birds and their habitat worldwide.

*'The science continues to solidify and
uncertainty that global warming is
occurring has virtually disappeared over
the last 5 years. Mounting evidence and
emerging consensus are trending toward
the more severe effects being more

likely.

* More and more, there is growing need
for public involvement, engagement and
education.

* More and more, the issue is framed in
a larger moral imperative rather than as
a highly technical issue to be negotiated
in international meetings and treaties.

* More and more, it is becoming, and
needs to be pursued as, a grassroots
movement to create the political
demand in the US for action - a
political demand that has been lacking
in the past.

* Audubon’s involvement and leader-
ship is timely and more logical now
than in the past as “Birds as Indicators,”
education and grassroots engagement
are strengths now strongly aligned with
current need.

Various organizations are addressing the
issue of global warming in different ways.
'The framework approved by the Board
for Audubon will focus on our unique

strengths and capacity.

* Our Science Strength — Birds as
Indicators

* Our People Strength — Motivating
Individual Actions and Engagement

* Our Grassroots Strength — Building
Capacity with Chapters and Centers

* Our Decentralized Strength — Political
Actions at the Local, State and Federal
Level

Many Chapters have already begun to
address global warming by educating
themselves and their members, and by
seeking solutions. As just one example,
the Audubon Council of Illinois is urging
IMlinois legislators to take a position about
global warming and has invited the two
gubernatorial candidates to the September
council meeting to describe their positions
on this topic and their plans to reduce
Illinois’ “contribution” to the problem.

'This is a great example of how local
organizations can effectively advocate

for change. Please let us know about
similar activities you have planned. And
Ilook forward to sharing ideas with you
throughout the coming year about how we
can work together to address this impor-
tant issue.

Jobn Flicker

President
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Available rom He Clapten Serwices Office

Number Number of | Cost Per Set Total
Per Set Sets Ordered | (postage/copy) Cost
AUDUBON INFORMATION AND PINS
Audubon Membership Brochure 50 No cost
2005 Annual Report 1 No cost
Audubon Centers Brochure - Opening New Eyes to Nature 1 No cost*
Audubon Informational Brochure — Connecting People with Nature 1 No cost*
Audubon Lapel Pins ($1 ea; 5 for $4; 10 for $7.50) 1,50r10 $1, $4,$7.50
Audubon Birdathon Pins ($1 ea; 5 for $4; 10 for $7.50) 1,50r10 $1, $4,$7.50
Audubon Centennial Birdathon Pins ($1 ea; 5 for $4; 10 for $7.50) 1,50r10 $1, $4,$7.50
STATE OF THE BIRDS
State of the Birds pullout section 100 $ 5.00
State of the Birds pullout section 500 $20.00
CAMPAIGN & SPECIAL EVENT MATERIALS
“Birds Can't Vote” Audubon Activist Brochures 100 $ 250
Top Ten Endangered Birds in the US Booklet (limit 1 per chapter) 1 (no cost)
Top Ten Endangered Birds in the US Brochure 100 $ 3.00
International Migratory Bird Day Catalog (limit 1 per chapter) 1 (no cost)
Teshekpuk Lake (Alaska) Booklet 25 $ 3.00
AUDUBON AT HOME PULLOUTS/BROCHURES
Audubon Guide for a Healthy Yard and Beyond (English) - singles 100 $ 5.00
Audubon Guide for a Healthy Yard and Beyond (English) - box 500 $20.00
Audubon Guide for a Healthy Yard and Beyond (Spanish) - singles 100 $ 5.00
Audubon Guide for a Healthy Yard and Beyond (Spanish) - box 500 $20.00
Healthier Choices - The Audubon at Home Guide to Healthier Pest Control - singles 100 $ 5.00
Healthier Choices — The Audubon at Home Guide to Healthier Pest Control - box 500 $20.00
Audubon Bird Feeding Basics Brochure - singles 100 $ 8.00
Audubon Seed and Feeder Selection Guide - singles 100 $ 8.00
Birds, Bats & Butterflies Poster - Healthy Yard - singles 100 $ 5.00
Birds, Bats & Butterflies Poster - Neighborhood - singles 100 $ 5.00
Birds, Bats & Butterflies Poster - Apartment - singles 100 $ 5.00
Birds, Bats & Butterflies Poster - School Yard - singles 100 $ 5.00
Birds, Bats & Butterflies Poster - County Home - singles 100 $ 5.00
CHAPTER SERVICES SUPPORT MATERIALS
Chapter Leader’s Guide 1 $ 4.00
Clip Art - USFWS Booklet 1 $ 3.00
Clip Art - Wetlands Species 1 $ 3.00
Guide to Chapter Planning 1 $ 3.00
Membership Committee Guide 1 $ 3.00
Membership Recruitment Handbook 1 $ 3.00
Newsletter Committee Guide 1 $ 3.00
Chapter Conservation Committee Guide 1 $ 3.00
Chapter Guide to Planned Giving 1 $ 3.00
*Quantities over 5 will be charged shipping costs. TOTAL PAID
Name
Complete and mail this form to:
Chapter/State Office

Audubon Chapter Services
Address Building 30, Fort Missoula Rd
Missoula, MT 59804

Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.
Please make checks payable to “Audubon”

City State Zip

Phone

Email (in case of questions)

Prices effective through September 30, 2006
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Wetlands
Wilderness In
Jeopardy

Most Americans have probably never
heard of the National Petroleum Re-
serve-Alaska (NPR-A) although it is
the largest single tract of wild public
land in the nation. However, this 23.5
million-acre wilderness on Alaska’s
North Slope is the focal point of a
raging environmental battle. In January
2006, the Administration opened one of
the most important parts of the North-
east NPR-A to oil and gas leasing—the
wildlife-rich wetlands wilderness around
Teshekpuk Lake. This vast area of

small lakes and tundra wetlands, a true
ecological jewel, may be changed forever.

WILDLIFE AND Qil DEVELOPMENT

TESHEKPUK LAKE

Eyﬁudubm ALASEA

The NPR-A was originally designated
as a petroleum reserve for the military
in 1923. However, in 1976, Congress
transferred management from the
Navy to the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM), with the goal of giving
maximum protection to surface values
in designated “special areas,” including
at Teshekpuk Lake. In 1977, under the
Carter Administration, the 1.7 million-
acre Teshekpuk Lake Special Area was
established specifically because of its
value as critical wildlife habitat.

Although three previous Interior
Secretaries, including the controversial
James Wiatt of the Reagan Administra-
tion, recognized the ecological impor-
tance of Teshekpuk Lake, the current

Administration does not. The January
2006 decision removed the protections
for Teshekpuk Lake and its surrounding
habitats, opening this ecologically and
culturally valuable area to oil and gas
leasing.

Bird Habitat
Extraordinaire

Teshekpuk Lake is one of the most
critical wildlife habitats in the world-
wide Arctic. It offers high-quality forage
and refuge from predators for geese
during their vulnerable annual molt. In
the summer as many as 60,000 geese
gather north of Teshekpuk Lake to
molt, including 30% of all Brant in the
Pacific Flyway and 6% of the mid-con-
tinental population of Greater White-
fronted Geese. Millions of waterbirds,
shorebirds, and songbirds nest in the
area, including rare Yellow-billed Loons,
King Eiders, Spectacled Eiders (feder-
ally listed as threatened), Long-tailed
Ducks, and Dunlin, all of which are on
Audubon’s Alaska WatchList of declin-
ing and vulnerable species. This area also
serves as a refuge for 45,000 caribou, on
which several Alaskan Native communi-
ties depend for subsistence.

This remote area is currently free of

the influences of industrial-scale oil
development. However, if the area is
opened to drilling, oil and gas develop-
ment will overlay the Teshekpuk Lake’s
vast wetlands with a “spider web” of
roads, pipelines, gravel pits, airstrips and
other facilities. Arctic waterfowl will
experience greatly increased disturbance,
predation, pollution, and loss of habitat.

Audubon recognizes the importance of
this wetland wilderness and is working
hard to protect the habitat it provides
for molting geese from three nations,
nesting birds from six continents,
caribou and other wildlife. Look for
“Save Teshekpuk Lake” postcards com-
ing soon in the mail, along with more
information on Teshekpuk Lake. Now is
the time to let the new Secretary of the
Interior, Dirk Kempthorne, know your
Chapter cares about this little-known,
but very special place. Please return
your signed postcards to us. We've made
it easy -- we'll pay the return postage

-- and we need your help! Our goal is
to present 15,000 signed postcards to
Secretary Kempthorne urging him to
preserve this special wilderness.

Alaska in the Limelight

If you are interested in learning more
about this Alaskan jewel, please con-
tact Taldi Walter, 202-861-2242,
twalter@audubon.org, for additional
information and materials. Taldi is also
available to provide a program at your
Chapter meeting on the many issues
facing the vast Alaska landscape and
the wildlife that depend on it. If you are
interested in having Taldi speak at your
Chapter meeting, please contact her.

The Chapter Services office also has

a limited number of Teshekpuk Lake
brochures available. If you would like a
brochure mailed to you, please contact
Carrie Cummings at ccummings@audu-
bon.org. Larger quantities are also
available. Please see Distribution Center
order form on page 4.

Democracy In Action

If you or someone in your Chapter
is interested in learning more about
what makes Washington tick - and
how citizens like you can impact key
policy issues facing birds, wildlife and
their habitats, our three-day Wash-
ington *bootcamp” training may be
just the ticket. The DC Policy office
has plans to do a number of train-
ings this fall and into next spring on
population and habitat, Endangered
Species Act, Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge, and other Alaska issues.
Dates are yet to be determined, but
if you wish to be on our mailing list
for these unique opportunities to visit
Washington and see democracy in
action, email your name and ad-
dress to audubonaction @audubon.
org and let us know whether you
are interested in particular issues

or are game for anything! We’ll

let you know when our schedule

of trainings starts to shape up.

by Steven D’Amato
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Callison Award winners Tom Baptist, Benjamin Olewine IV, and Dave Miller with Audubon President
John Flicker.

Award Honors Significant Contributions to Conservation

2006 Callison Award Winners

The 2006 Callison Award for an Audu-
bon Volunteer was given to Benjamin
Olewine IV of Connecticut, and the
2006 Callison Award for an Audubon
Professional was awarded to two Audu-
bon staft: Thomas R. Baptist, Executive
Director of Audubon Connecticut and
David J. Miller, Executive Director of
Audubon New York.

The awards, which were presented to
the winners at the May 2006 Audu-
bon Board Meeting in Vail, Colorado,
recognize individuals who have made
remarkable contributions to conserva-
tion through creativity, coalition build-

ing, creative thinking, outreach, and
perseverance. Awardees are nominated
by their peers in the field — both Audu-
bon Chapter members and Audubon
staff.

The Charles H. Callison Award is

named after a former executive vice
president at Audubon, and was estab-
lished in 1994 by the National Audubon
Society.

FOR MORE INFO:

See Audubon’s Web site at:

http://www.audubon.org/news
press_releases/june2006.html

Chapter Annual
Reports are Due
by August 15th

Just a reminder — Audubon Chapter
Annual Reports are due to state offices
or the Chapter Services office by August
15th. Each year, Audubon Chapters
renew their charters through a re-certifi-
cation process as described in the Audu-
bon Chapter Policy. The annual report
is a very important document. It helps
Audubon learn how Chapters are doing,
reports changes in Chapter leadership
and allows Audubon to demonstrate
that funds spent by Chapters are used

in accordance with guidelines for non-
profits set by the IRS.

Chapters may download forms electron-
ically at petp.//www.audubon.org/local/
businessAndSupport.html, fill them out
and send via mail, email or fax.

The annual baseline payment will be
sent in September to all Chapters who
have filed at least the basic annual report
and Chapter Leader Report Form by
the August 15th deadline. Chapters
that do not contact the Chapter Services
office by the deadline will have their
baseline payments temporarily held
until the forms are received, with a final
deadline of December 31, 2006, to be
eligible for payment.

FOR MORE INFO:
Contact Carrie Cummings at:

ccummings @audubon.org

C’/[gpfgr N{,’fW(}]‘k{,’[‘ A QUARTERLY RESOURCE FOR AUDUBON CHAPTER LEADERS ACROSS THE NATION AND BEYOND

'}%Audubon

Chapter Services Office
National Audubon Society
Building 30, Fort Missoula Rd
Missoula, MT 59804

Phone/Fax: 800-542-2748

Email: chapter_services@audubon.org



