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As an active member of my local Audubon chapter, Canton Audubon Society (Ohio), since 1976; a member of the National Audubon Society since 1981; and, as your regionally elected representative on the National Audubon Society's national board representing the Central Great Lakes Region since January 2007, I respectfully ask for your support to represent you for another term (2009-2012) in this region's upcoming election.


You may remember that my term (2007-2008) is two years instead of the normal 3 due to the fact that I am finishing the remaining time left on Peter Cannon's term because he lives in Wisconsin.  Under the regional realignment, which went into effect at the start of 2007, Wisconsin was moved to the Central Region.  Therefore Peter no longer lived in a state in the Central Great Lakes Region and could not finish his term.  He was successfully elected to be the Central Region's representative.


What have I been doing since joining the board in January, 2007?  I have attended all three of the scheduled board meetings in 2007, representing the Central Great Lakes Region's members of Audubon.  In addition, I attended the NAS Finance and Planning Committee meeting in May, to more familiarize myself with NAS operations.  At my request, NAS Board Chairman Carol Browner appointed me to the Governance Committee.  All board members are assigned to committees either at the Chair's discretion, or by individual request.  I consulted with former region board member Liz Woedl (Oxford A.S., Ohio), and at her suggestion I requested the Governance Committee appointment.  Most (6) of the nine regionally elected board members are assigned to the Conservation Committee so I felt chapters were well represented on that committee.


What does the Governance Committee do?  They oversee and make recommendations to the Board regarding all matters relating to the selection of directors, delegation of authority from the Board, and governance of Audubon, including, among other duties, overseeing all matters relating to the certification of Chapters.  What Liz told me was that if any action was going to affect chapters, it would come through the Governance Committee.  I felt that was an area of the board which needed chapter representation.


At my suggestion the regionally elected board members moved our 1 hour meeting on Saturday during lunch, to a 3-hour slot before the board meetings begin.  We just did not have enough time to discuss business adequately. 


During this past year I have visited several chapters, plus Ohio and Illinois Council meetings.  I plan to do some more contact and visits in 2008.  What would I like to do in the future?  Organize a Central Great Lakes Region get together, to be held during odd-numbered years, much like the Central Region does every year.  It would be an opportunity for all chapters within the region to meet and interact face-to-face.  My reasoning for every other year is because Ohio currently has a state gathering during even numbered years.  The invitation is always open to chapters and Audubon members from Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan to attend these meetings.             


If you have any questions about my qualifications, please feel free to contact me.  I welcome your inquiries and thoughts, and, would appreciate your consideration to continue to represent you - the chapter members - on the National Audubon Society's Board of Directors.
