Marina Skumanich Bio for National Audubon Society

Marina Skumanich, currently President of Seattle Audubon, seeks the Position of Regional Director of National Audubon representing the Northwest Region.  She believes this is a critical opportunity to advocate for chapter issues and perspectives at the national level, and to advance our shared agenda.

Marina sees the various Audubon chapters throughout the Northwest (from Wyoming to Alaska) as the engines of amazing on-the-ground and in-the-meeting-room conservation success stories.  She would be honored to represent all the various chapters of the region in National Audubon deliberations, working to ensure that the energy and creativity of the chapters help to guide the organization as a whole.

Marina is currently self-employed as a Environmental Policy Consultant.   In 2006, she served for 5 months as Seattle Audubon Interim Director during a period of organizational change.  Prior to that she was for several years a Senior Research Scientist at the Battelle Seattle Research Center, working on pollution prevention.

Prior to her appointment as Seattle Audubon's President in 2006, Marina served for 5 years as Conservation Chair, guiding the conservation program through several major new campaigns.  She has also served on various other committees, including Strategic Planning, Major Gifts Team, etc.  Marina began her volunteering at Seattle Audubon in 1993 with Seattle Audubon's Elementary School Nature Program.

On the regional level, Marina has been an active participant in the Washington State Audubon Conservation Committee (state-level policy-setting group) and the Audubon Council of Washington for several years.   She has also participated in the Audubon Urban Chapters Network, a coordinating network for the larger Audubon chapters across the country.  Finally, she has served as a grassroots activist for National Audubon, including traveling to Washington, D.C. to lobby on population and environment issues.

Marina has a deep love of birds and the natural world, and an abiding faith in the ability of regular people to join together to create a more just and sustainable world.  She believes in the power of Audubon, particularly the power found in the chapters - big or little - that arises from the incredible dedication of members, volunteers, and staff.
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