January 22, 2009

Statement of Candidacy

A new administration in Washington gives all of us a chance to achieve national, international and even global goals—from increasing funding for domestic conservation programs, to ensuring the future for neotropical migratory birds, to finding ways to mitigate global warming.  

Chapters need a strong Audubon presence in Washington to accomplish complex goals that cannot possibly be reached by any one chapter acting alone. Conversely, Audubon is most effective in convincing elected officials to support legislation of importance to all of us when strong local chapters effectively communicate with their legislators. No professional lobbyist headquartered in New York City can match the credibility of a vocal constituent.  

Audubon’s structure of chapters, centers, state offices and national offices provides many advantages. The chief disadvantage is that we sometimes fail to work together. I believe that effective communication can enhance our ability to focus on and achieve important goals. The regional directors are a key part of effective communication between Chapters and other parts of the Audubon community. 

Over the past two years as the Central Region’s elected representative on the National Audubon Society Board, I have worked to improve communication between Chapters and National.  I have met personally with leaders from at least some chapters in seven of the nine states in the Central Region.  I have attended a chapter leader workshop in Kearney, NE and the annual Upper Midwest Audubon Conference (Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois).   I have reported back to you regularly after national board meetings.  If you nominate me for another term, my goal will be to continue to improve communication between us so that I can effectively represent you at the national level.

As an experienced Chapter leader, I bring a wealth of Chapter experience to the NAS Board. Since 1988, I have been active in the Madison (WI) Audubon Society (MAS), serving in a variety of board positions including program chair for the past six years.  With 2,400 members, MAS is the largest chapter in Wisconsin. Founded in 1936 as the Madison Bird Club, MAS became an Audubon chapter in 1949. We manage over 1,000 acres of restored prairie and wetlands. In addition, I have served as acting secretary of the Wisconsin Audubon Council for the past five years.  

I would be honored to represent Central Region chapters with a strong and active voice on the National board. I will work to ensure that the National Audubon Society Board and staff recognize the importance of Chapters to achieving our shared goals.
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