February 3, 2009

Dear Audubon Chapter, Center and State Board Leadership in the Southeast Election Region,

As you may know, Don McKee, Southeast Regional Director to the National Audubon Society Board, has regretfully resigned from the Board. In the past year, Don has become firmly established as a well-respected and thoughtful contributor to the Board and he will be much missed. Two years (five Board meetings) remain in his term of office, and a replacement for his position is sought in time to attend the May 2009 Board Meeting.

As required by Audubon’s bylaws, the Board of Directors will fill the vacancy with a director nominated by the Chapters or members using special procedures in an interim election. At its meeting in Santa Fe, New Mexico in October 2008, in order to have the broadest selection of candidates with extensive grassroots experience, the Board of Directors authorized the sitting Regional Directors to act as a nominating panel for all future elections; therefore, the eight current Regional Directors are coordinating the search for Don McKee’s replacement. They will implement special procedures for an interim election as described below and on the Web at http://www.audubon.org/local/elections/index.html.

1. In order to have the broadest selection of candidates with extensive grassroots experience, nominees will now be solicited from Centers, State Programs and members as well as from Chapters. Nominations are currently sought, with a submission deadline of March 16, 2009. 

2. In addition to the current procedures of nomination by Chapters, the Regional Directors, acting as a nominating committee, will nominate one or more candidates to be voted on by the Chapters in that region. They would like to hear your recommendations for the vacant directorship. If you personally are interested in serving as a Regional Director, or if you feel that another Audubon leader you know might serve well as the Southeast Regional Director for the two years remaining in Don’s term, you are strongly encouraged to contact one of the Regional Directors, noted below, with your suggestion(s). 

3. Candidates also may be nominated by Chapters, or by petition signed by 20 or more individual members in the region. If you or your Chapter would like to submit a nomination directly, streamlined nomination forms are available on the Web at http://www.audubon.org/local/elections/index.html under the heading Interim Southeast Regional Election, and may be submitted to the Chapter Services Office by email and fax as well as by mail. Nominations must be received no later than March 16, 2009. 

4. Nominations will be complete only when the nominee has confirmed in writing his or her willingness to serve as Regional Director until the next annual meeting of members. A simple contact information and consent form is available on the Web at http://www.audubon.org/local/elections/index.html. 

5. If more than one candidate is nominated to fill the vacancy by any of the means noted above, all candidates will be presented for a vote of the Chapters in an election to begin on or about March 23, 2009.  Chapter ballots will be made available at that time, and may be sent by Internet, fax or mail to the Chapter Services Office. Ballots must be received no later than April 30, 2009. If there is only one candidate for the vacancy, the sole candidate will be nominated directly to the Board of Directors and an election will not take place. 

6. The Chapter Services Office will tally the Chapter ballots and inform the Regional Directors of the results by May 4, 2009. The Regional Directors will inform the candidates, Chapters and National Audubon staff in the region, and the Board of Directors’ Nominating Committee of the candidate chosen by May 8, 2009. 

7. The Board of Directors will elect the nominee to fill the vacancy at the next meeting of the board in May 2009, to serve until the next annual meeting of members in January 2010, when the nominee will be placed on the ballot for election by the full membership to complete the remaining one year of the term. 

Please do not hesitate to share any questions you may have with the Regional Directors listed below or with the Chapter Services Office at 800-542-2748. Thank you very much for your assistance and involvement in the Southeast Region interim election.

Sincerely,
Regional Directors, National Audubon Society Board of Directors
