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Naturalist Internship
Introduction

Mission: “Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm, a Center of the National Audubon Society for environmental education
and organic agriculture, provides activities that increase understanding and preservation of the planet by children and
adults through education, research and recreation.”

Aullwood is one of 50+ education centers operated by the National Audubon Society.  We are located ten miles north
of Dayton, Ohio.  Our 200-acre sanctuary with natural areas and an organic farm includes six miles of walking trails
winding through prairie, woods, ponds, farmland and meadows and provides outstanding learning opportunities in a
diverse and beautiful setting.  Internships have been a part of our program since 1967.

An Aullwood naturalist internship lasts anywhere from twelve weeks to one year.  Duties primarily take place on week-
days but also on some weekends and evenings.  Because we are a small operation (14 full-time employees), interns
become involved in all aspects of our work.  In turn, interns receive minimum wage, housing and professional training
and experience.

Purpose for Internship

The purpose of the naturalist internship at the Aullwood Audubon Center & Farm is to provide practical hands-on
experience for emerging environmental professionals, thereby promoting our mission to increase understanding and
preservation of the planet by children and adults through education, research and recreation.  An internship offers
training and a wide range of experiences.

Duties

The naturalist intern will be primarily involved with teaching school field trips and/or Summer and Winter Earth Adven-
tures programs (day camps), with a focus on natural history and farming.

Interns will:
w Teach students from pre-school through high school in an outdoor setting (primary responsibility).
w Learn and effectively teach basic ecological concepts.
w Assist with animal care at the center and perform farm chores.
w Plan and conduct programs for the general public.
w Learn to answer visitor’s natural history questions.
w Complete independent approved projects at the nature center and/or farm.
w Develop or modify Aullwood curriculum for classes.
w Assist with special events and off-site exhibits/booths.
w Assist with hay making at the farm (summer/early fall).
w Serve in other capacities as needed to assist with Aullwood operations.



Requirements

Naturalist interns are required to:
w Have completed freshman year of college majoring in natural sciences, biology, environmental education, natural

history, elementary education or a related field.
w Be eager to learn and share knowledge.
w Have exceptional interpersonal and academic skills.
w Be comfortable working with the public.
w Be self-motivated, able to follow directions and work independently.
w Be able to lift at least 50 pounds.
w Be able to work with different types of large and small animals.

Skills and Knowledge Gained

w Experience teaching and public speaking to groups of all ages.
w Opportunity to make connections with environmental professionals.
w Ohio natural history.
w Opportunity to attend Aullwood programs and day trips, and off-site conferences/workshops.
w Writing and research.
w Computer skills.
w Independent planning and execution of specific tasks.
w Gardening and composting techniques.
w Animal husbandry of different domestic animals and their uses.

Pay

Aullwood interns are paid $7.30/hour and typically work 30 – 35 hours per week.  State and federal taxes are withheld
from paychecks.  Housing is provided (when available).

Times of Employment
Two or more sessions can be combined for a longer internship (see application for specific dates).

Winter / Spring Internship:
January – late May.  Up to four positions.

Summer Internship:
Late May – August.  Up to four positions.

Fall Internship:
Late August – December.  Up to four positions.

Contact: Nicole Conrad – Intern Coordinator
Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm
1000 Aullwood Road  Dayton, OH 45414
Tel:  937-890-7360, ext. 17
E-mail:  nconrad@audubon.org
Website: http://aullwood.center.audubon.org



Organic Agricultur e Internship

Introduction

Mission: “Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm, a Center of the National Audubon Society for environmental education and
organic agriculture, provides activities that increase understanding and preservation of the planet by children and adults
through education, research and recreation.”

Aullwood Farm is a working organic farm, with programs designed primarily for elementary school children.  The farm is
certified organic and approximately 85 acres in size: 60 acres pasture/crops, 15 acres of woods, 10 acres of barns and
buildings and a 48’ x 60’ seasonal organic garden. The farm supports Aullwood’s mission of providing activities that
increase our visitors’ understanding and preservation of the planet by fulfilling the vision to be a “model of sustainable
organic agriculture.”  Unique among education farms, Aullwood demonstrates organic and sustainable techniques, inter-
prets the resulting farm environment for thousands of visitors yearly and direct markets the plant and animal products to
our community.  While education is the main “product” at the farm, growing and selling food in a setting that encourages
self-guided exploration provides unique opportunities for people to learn about sustainable agriculture.

An Aullwood organic agriculture internship lasts anywhere from twelve weeks to one year.  Duties primarily take place on
weekdays but also on some weekends and evenings.  Our farm staff includes two full-time positions (farm manager and
farm naturalist), the organic agriculture intern and naturalist interns (who split their duties between the nature center and
the farm).  Interns receive minimum wage, housing and professional training and experience.

Purpose for Internship

The purpose of the sustainable agriculture internship is to build skills and knowledge that directly relate to teaching and
practicing sustainable organic agriculture.

Duties

The farm intern will be actively involved with daily farm operations and assisting in the Farm Initiative to improve the entire
farm complex.

Interns will:
w Perform farm chores in rotation with other farm staff.
w Carry out daily farm operations.
w Attend morning staff meetings.
w Help with special events at the farm.
w Attend field trips and farm tours.
w Lead farm field trips or programs.
w Assist with the organic garden.
w Learn and practice planned grazing techniques.
w Assist in fence and building repair.
w Assist with Aullwood’s pastured poultry operation.
w Learn to operate medium sized farm equipment.
w Learn to harness and drive a team of draft horses.
w Assist with all aspects of operating an organic farm.



Requirements

Farm interns are required to have the abilities to:
w Lift at least 50 pounds repeatedly.
w Drive various vehicles (i.e. truck, John Deer Gator, tractor, etc.).
w Be eager to learn and share knowledge.
w Be comfortable working with the public.
w Follow directions and work independently.
w Clean stalls of bedding and manure.
w Work with all types of animals (large and small).

Skills and Knowledge Gained

w Animal husbandry of different domestic animals and their uses.
w Direct marketing of farm products.
w Record keeping.
w Writing and research.
w Teaching and public speaking to groups of all ages.
w Independent planning and execution of specific tasks.
w Management of volunteers in farm projects.
w Basic crop cultivation and harvest methods (season depending).
w Gardening and composting techniques.
w Organic processes in Ohio.
w Maintenance skills (carpentry, mechanical).

Pay

Aullwood interns are paid $7.30/hour and typically work 35 hours per week.  State and federal taxes are withheld from
paychecks.  Housing is provided (when available).  The intern house has four bedrooms and is located at the farm.

Times of Employment

Winter / Spring Internship:
January – late May.  One position.

Summer Internship:
Late May – August.  One position.

Fall Internship:
Late August – December.  One position.

Contact: Nicole Conrad – Intern Coordinator
Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm
1000 Aullwood Road
Dayton, OH 45414
Tel:  937-890-7360, ext. 17
E-mail:  nconrad@audubon.org
Website: http://aullwood.center.audubon.org
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AULLWOOD AUDUBON CENTER & FARM
1000 Aullwood Road
Dayton, Ohio 45414

phone (937) 890-7360, fax (937) 890-2382
http://aullwood.center.audubon.org

 INTERNSHIP PROGRAM APPLICATION

Session choices

Put an X in the box by the session(s) you want.  Two or more
sessions can be combined for a longer experience.

Education

College or University City, State       Degree & Major Graduation date

List any related workshops, etc.

Aullwood Audubon Center & Farm accepts applications for admission to winter/spring, summer or fall sessions.  A combina-
tion of sessions is possible.  A complete application includes this form, your resume, three references and written answers to
the questions.  Applications will be processed on a “first-come first-served” basis.  We are happy to provide early acceptance
for those who meet the requirements of the position.

Name Date

Current Address Phone

E-mail

Permanent Address Phone

How long will you be at the current address?

How did you hear about these positions?
(Please be specific.)

Internship Positions

Naturalist

Organic Agriculture

Administrative Assistant

Nature Store

Grounds and Building
Maintenance

                   Winter/Spring 2010 - January 4 - May 21, 2010 (20 weeks)

                   Summer 2010 - May 25  - August 13, 2010 (12 weeks)

                   Fall 2010 - August 23  -  December 10, 2010 (15 weeks)

                   Winter/Spring 2011 - January 3 -  May 20, 2011 (20 weeks)



Past Employment / Internship Experience

Please list in reverse chronological order starting with the present.

Employment / Internship Dates Reason for leaving

1.

2.

3.

Please respond to the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

1. Please describe your most current job experience including place of employment, job position and responsibilities.

2. Please describe any experience you’ve had teaching, working with children, in agriculture or any outdoor experience.

3. Briefly trace the development of your interest in education or agriculture and in the out-of-doors.

4. What special skills, talents or hobbies do you enjoy?

5. What personal and professional goals would you hope to achieve during an internship at Aullwood?

6. What would you like to be doing 5 years from now?

By signing this waiver, I expressly authorize Aullwood Audubon Center & Farm to make inquiry of my former
employers, educational instructors or references regarding the internship position.  This information will be kept
strictly confidential.

Applicant’s signature Date

Intern Coordinator Date


