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Aertal battle begbws L north end

The land manageme T

staff at Corkscrew Swa
Sanctuary had to break a
the big guns Tuesday, Oct} &

ber 21, in its battle againig? .

invasive exotic plants.

An emergency situatiol}
required a special helicol}
ter to aerially treat an infe§
tation of a relatively neg
exotic species: Popcofis:
Sedge(Scleria lacustris) gt
also known as Wright'#s
Nutrush and Lakeshore N
sedge.

Popcorn Sedge is an introducedthe water as nutlets ripen and disper
plant of increasing ecological concetn leaving vast wetlands at risk.

www.corkscrew.audubon.org

il Corkscrew, infestations\.

e, Were treated at the fISh farm

| establish during spring
& when marshes are dry. Ju
=t | venile plants adapt readily
M to the influx of water dur-
ting the rainy summer

8 water levels rise, emergen
By plants flower and grow to

In autumn mature plants sprawl acro

(" Have a Happy Thanksgiving

% months. As late summer

heights of six to seven feet.

Remember set clocks back Nov 2 )

. New staff ready to go

My name is Debbie Lotter, and |

cation Department at Corkscrew
- Swamp Sanctuary.
This really iSkS

a dream job folE
me. | love th
outdoors, ani
t mals, and work
ing with children,
I have lived
ssin Naples for 3C
seyears. Before
Corkscrew, |

1 am so excited to be a part of the Edu-

with the potential to be highly invasive.

Water birds and airboats are sus

-worked in the

First found in Florida in 1988, its dist pected in aiding dispersal of the shiny printing industry as a graphic designer.
tribution has grown substantially in re- nutlets. Nutlets may also float through My husband Darrell and | have two
cent years. Its native range is the Afti- drainage systems, leaving vast marshedoys: Ryan, a freshman at Gulf Coast
can and Central American tropics andof southern Florida at risk. High, and Zachary, who's almost 3.
the West Indies. The plant is an annual, but quan [ would like to thank everyone here

Areas most vulnerable to invasion tity of nutlets on each plant ensure vi- at Corkscrew for welcoming me. | feel
are freshwater marshes characterizedble seed banks for reoccurrence in théucky to be working with such a great
by seasonal water level fluctuations. At spring. 1 group of people.

Ruick 1> Gquide: Four commonly seen yellow sulphur butterflies

Size is not a distin
guishing feature. Th
Large Orange, Orang
barred, and Cloudle
Sulphurs are all about
1/4” and the Orange st
phur is just under 1"

Look for genera
color (orange-yellow vs
bright yellow), differ-
ence shades of col
dark borders on wing:
and dots on wings.
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CALE

Males in top row, females in bottom row; all drawings from www.nearctica.com/butter/index.htm

What's the difference between a pigeon and a dove?
Discover the answer at www.collieraudubon.org/birding.html

BLrd Trivia




n Case a Visittor Asks
Why are raccoons active during the day? Are they dangerous’?

Raccoons are frequently seen onsible predators. But it's different in th
the boardwalk during the day. After swamp where the big predators like al
such a sighting, visitors often ask, f{l ligators, panthers, and bobcats are mos
thought raccoons were only active atactive and most efficient at night. That
night and the only ones out in the dayis not a safe environment for a raccogn
were rabid. Is it safe here?” Raccoons prefer not to encounter

Raccoons are wild animals, and anything bigger than they are. —
like all wild animals, from small snake When that's not a choice, they opt R | s
to big bears, they should be regardedor the least threatening environment, :
with caution and treated with respect. which is the boardwalk and away fro
But they are not inherently dangerous.alligators in the water, and for the least

Raccoons in peopled areas are mpsthreatening big animals, which ar
active at night because that's when theypeople. That environment is the board-
encounter the fewest obstacles and posaalk during the day.

OOtoloer SLg htw\,gs

A White-winged Dove rests ina pine near the Narrow-leaf Sunflowers bloom in profusion A female American Redstart looks for insects in
Blair Center back porch (October 21). near the wildlife crossing (October 7). a Red Maple (October 17).

Volunteer of the Year
Audubon of Florida honors Jack Wheeler as its 2008 Volunteer of the Ye:

Audubon of Floriddy 7 the swamp will be as pris When portions of the boardwalk
named Jack Wheeler as . ~ | tine as possible for visitors need repair, adjustment, or replace-
2008 Volunteer of the Year | &+ | ” to enjoy. Some of the tools ment, he is there with tools.
the Audubon Assembly atth* % ¢ : used to reach items off o During the spring dry-down, he is
end of October = | the boardwalk are ones that one of the volunteers who climbs over

A 15-year volunteerns _. .| he designed and created. | the railing and into the swamp to re-
Jack is active in and out Jack has also been instry- trieve items that don’t belong there.
the public eye. He is flrsta mental in helping build an When special projects arise, Jack
foremost a boardwalk nat infrastructure for a myriad| is there to help. Sometimes it's with a
ralist where every Friday of programs. router and generator to install plaques

greets visitors and answe When the Blair Audubon| along the boardwalk, and sometimes
their questions. Center first opened, he it's just to consult with and assist staff

He also acts as the de facto captairworked to convert the old admissior)s and volunteers with their own projects.
of the Friday volunteers, hosting break-building into the Parker Library an Jack Wheeler is Corkscrew Swamp
fasts at his house each fall and springSanctuary office spaces. Sanctuary’s Renaissance man, always
to welcome back Friday volunteersand  He constructed work benches, there with a smile and always giving
then bid them a safe trip north. learning stations, a dip-netting plat- generously of his time and talents to

On Friday afternoons when the form, and display tables for the secondhelp people, programs, and the natural
visitor load allows, he patrols the board- grade Collier County schools’ Insecgt environment. He is Audubon’s indis-
walk picking up trash and debris so thatAdventure program. pensable Jack-of-all trades.



Profile

The den varies with the locality and
availability of sites. Most otters locate
their dens in excavations close to water
under tree roots, rock piles, logs, or
- thickets. In the swamp, the hollow bases
i of cypress trees are especially popular.
A typical den consists of a hole leading
into the den with the main entrance be-
low water level and sometimes a sec-
ond opening on land. Otters may occupy
: two dens, one as a temporary resting den
scent glands located near 2 e | | and the other as a permanent nesting
anus. These glands are used to mark Otters are notorious wanderers |iglen.
home ranges with scent but are not usédeir chosen habitat, ranging over a Males are sexually mature at two
for defensive purposes like a skunk. Qeouple of miles of a waterway. For thisears of age but do not generally mate
ters in the swamp mark their territoryreason they are rarely found in the samentil they are four years of age, and fe-
on the highest piece of land availabldpcation on a regular basis. males rarely breed before two years.
which is usually the boardwalk. Vocalizations include a whistlg, Males may mate with more than one fe-

A special set of adaptations are idegirobably used to communicate over disnale if the females’ territories overlap
for its aquatic lifestyle. Its fur is densgances, and a shrill, chattering call, emithat of the male. Males typically engage
with a waterproof, oily undercoat anded during the mating season. Otters fierce combat during the mating sea-
an outer coat of long, stiff guard hairsghuckle softly to siblings or mates andon. Mating usually occurs in the water.
and its ears and nostrils are valved| t@lso chirp, snort, and growl. Delayed implantation results in the ges-
keep out water. The webbed foot is fur ~ Otters are not specific in their foqctation period extending to as much as
covered except for the pads on the tod&bits, but they are purely carnivorous270 days.
and sole. Both front and back feet hgvéheir main diet consists of fish, crusta-  Typically, there is one litter per year.
five toes with claws that cannot be receans, mollusks, amphibians, reptiles.itter size varies from one to five, with
tracted. Its powerful lungs allow it tpinvertebrates, birds, and smaller mamwo about average. The female at the
swim up to a quarter of a mile undemals. e o == bottom of the center col-
water at speeds up to six miles per hour One of the choices f a s . /' =5 umn had four in her litter.
morsels is crayfish, righigiss =88 E Females may mate again as

| . i

RLVer Otter

Lutra canadensls

A River Otter is esserngs
tially a semi-aquatic weas
like fishers, martens, and mi
It has a long, slender body
short neck, face, and legs; g
a long, thick, tapering tail.

Like other members of t
weasel family, the otter ha

- L

| soon as 20 days following
£ birth, which means that fe-

boat’s rudder. An adult’s weight cgrsume a tremendous nu male otters may remain
range from 10 to 30 pounds with femaleber annually. The fish the continuously pregnant once
being smaller than and about 5% lightezat are primarily slowe i they reach sexual maturity.
than males. moving rough fish rathe The female establishes

.

The River Otter is active by d
when not disturbed by human activi

When swimming, it raises its he
high and treads water to observe its gus=
roundings. Ariver otter can remain s
merged for five to seven minutes and ¢
dive to a depth of 55 feet if necessa
Otters are not bound to water, howe o
and when occasion demands they ¢ §
ily travel over land from one body ¢&% are weaned around 18 weeks, and stay
water to another. w8 with the mother for about a year. The

Their movements on land appg = " male, evicted while the young are small,
awkward where the motion almoj K : | returns to help care for them when they
makes them look like very large furf ' | are half-grown. The young disperse in
inch worms: the long body is arch¢ = = fall or winter before the arrival of the
with its four short legs loping along. [ | next litter.

ythan the quicker game fis 8l the natal den shortly before
.S0 they don’t compete wi : S giving birth. Newborns are

o i =1 about 275 mm in total
length and weigh about 130 g. They are
fully furred, but the eyes are closed for
the first 22-35 days and none of the teeth
are erupted. The young first enter the wa-
ter at about seven weeks, get the adult
waterproof fur after about three months,



