
SIZE:  2,789 acres
LO CA TION: The preserve is lo cat ed along 
the South Fork Kern Riv er, 57 miles north-
 east of Bakers fi eld, along State High way 
178 near Weldon at the site of the his tor ic 
Andrew Brown Ranch.

HIS TO RY: The South Fork Val ley is 
steeped in fas ci nat ing his to ry. The Tu-
batulabal were the in dig e nous peo ple 
of the valley. They lived in this area for 
millenia be fore the ar riv al of Eu ro pe an 

settlers shortly af ter 1850. Min ing was 
the main in dus try of the hillsides, while 
cattle graz ing and hay grow ing dom i nat ed 
the ag ri cul ture-based valley. A fl our mill, 
built in 1878, stands as a re mind er of the 
pi o neer in dus try of Andrew Brown, the 
orig i nal own er of the prop er ty.
GEOGRAPHY: The preserve lies with in 
the South Fork Kern River Val ley near the 
south ern ter mi nus of the Sierra Nevada. 
El e va tion is mod er ate, ranging from 2600 
to 2700 feet. The South Fork of the Kern 
River fl ows through the property from east 
to west. Several small ir ri ga tion ditch es 
and beaver ponds are scat tered about the 
land. On these rich al lu vi al soils with their 
ac com pa ny ing high-water table a dense 
growth of riparian trees and shrubs is sup-

 port ed, known as Great Val ley Cot ton wood 
For est hab i tat. Most of the pre serve is a 
ded i cat ed ri par i an for est sanc tu ary al-
 though each year some of our acre age is 
leased out for cattle graz ing and farm ing. 
Some of the sur round ing prop er ty is in 
pri vate own er ship. Most of the land west  
of the preserve is the Se quoia Na tion al 
For est’s 1200-acre South Fork Wild life 
Area and 2,718 acres of land to the north 
is managed by the California Department 
of Fish and Game.
FAUNA: Wildlife in the pre serve is both 

varied and abun dant. The West ern Yel low-
billed Cuck oo, en dan gered in Cal i for nia, 
uses the ri par i an growth for nest ing sites, as 
do many species of hawks, owls and song-
birds. More than 240 bird spe cies have been 
ob served, in clud ing nest ing Wood Duck, 
Red-shoul dered Hawk, and South west ern 
Wil low Fly catch er. In ad di tion, the pre-
 serve in cludes the north west ern most 
range ex ten sion of such south west desert 
riparian nest ing spe cies as Brown-crested 
Fly catch er and the neon red Sum mer Tan-
 a ger. Mam mals found here in clude mule 
deer, coy ote, bea ver, dusky-foot ed wood 

rat, long-tailed weasel, Cal i for nia ground 
squir rel, Amer i can black bear, bob cat, and 
an oc ca sion al moun tain lion. As one means 
of mon i tor ing the pre serve’s rich in sect life, 
an an nu al but ter fl y count is con duct ed un-
 der the aus pic es of the North Amer i can 
But ter fl y As so ci a tion. In ad di tion, annual 
counts of pre serve birds are con duct ed in 
spring, sum mer, and win ter under the aus-
 pic es of Au du bon. 
FLORA: The riparian forest, al though tre-
 men dous ly productive con tains only two 
major tree spe cies: Fre mont cot ton wood 
and red willow. In ter mixed with these 
trees are dense stands of mule fat, sand bar 

wil low, and sting ing net tle. Cattails, tules, 
and yer ba mansa abound in wet areas. The 
beau ti ful al ka li mari posa lily grows in 
moist mead ows near the riv er. The fl o ra 
of the pre serve has been in ven to ried and 
the list can be found on our web site and in 
the vis i tor’s center. The South Fork Val ley 
contains the largest con tig u ous ri par i an 
forest in Cal i for nia. 
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ACCESS: The preserve is open dawn to 
dusk each day. Feel free to explore the 
vis i tor center and follow our self-guided 
na ture trail. A trail guide is avail able in the 
mailbox at the beginning of the trail. Please 
re turn the guide to the box or help us de fray 
print ing costs by depositing fi fty cents in 
the bird box in the visitor cen ter. Schools 
and other groups may con tact the Pre serve 
Staff in ad vance to ar range guided tours. 

DIRECTIONS: The preserve is 57 miles 
east of Hwy 99 in Bakers fi eld along Hwy 
178. From the Central Val ley: At State Hwy 
99 take Hwy 178 east. Drive through the 
beau ti ful Kern River can yon and along 
south shore of Isabella Res er voir to KRP in 
Wel don. The pre serve is ex act ly 1.15 miles Wel don. The pre serve is ex act ly 1.15 miles 
be yond Si er ra Way (the Kern ville turn-off). be yond Si er ra Way (the Kern ville turn-off). 

The preserve is on the left. Please turn into 
the prop er ty cau tious ly as oncoming traf fi c 
can be dif fi  cult to see around the bend in 
the road. From the Mojave Desert, from 
State High way 14, turn west bound onto 
Hwy 178.    Drive 30 miles to Weldon. 
Ob serve Fay Ranch Road and the South 
Fork School on your right, drive 0.8 miles 
be yond this road to the pre serve en trance 
on the right.
RIGHT OF WAY into the pre serve. The 
access road is an ease ment through private 
property, do not stop in the pasture as it is 
a working cattle ranch. The forest before 
you is Au du bon prop er ty. Please drive 
through the forest and at the headquarters 
turn to the left and park in the lot by the 
port-a-pot ties. 
MANAGEMENT: A full hab i tat res to -
ra tion and research pro gram has been ini-
 ti at ed on the pre serve, in clud ing plant ing 
of cot ton wood and wil low sap lings, fl oral 
and faunal in ven to ries, and veg e ta tive 
mon i tor ing. These ef forts have resulted 
in sig nifi   cant ben e fi ts to a num ber of rare 
spe cies as well as their habitats. spe cies as well as their habitats. 
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PUBLIC SUPPORT: The Kern Riv er 
Pre serve is owned and man aged by 
Audubon-Cal i for nia, a pri vate non-profi  t 
con ser va tion or ga ni za tion. Au du bon’s goal 
is to pre serve nat u ral di ver si ty and ed u cate 
the pub lic about its im por tance. Au du bon 
and the Kern Riv er Pre serve de pend on 
your gen er os i ty to con tin ue this mis sion. 
Please con sid er be com ing a mem ber by 
mak ing a do na tion of $25 or more to 
“NAS/KRP Friends” and send ing it to our 
PO Box in Weldon listed below. Ad di tion al 
information and ed u ca tion al ma te ri als may 
be ob tained in the Visitor Center or by in-
 quir ing with Preserve Staff. 
VOLUNTEER OP POR TU NI TIES: The 
Kern River Pre serve of fers a wide range of 
op por tu ni ties for in di vid u als or groups to 
help us carry out our mis sion. If you have 
skills in ed u ca tion, 
sci ence, con struc tion, 
main te nance, ag ri -
cul ture, or any oth er 
fi eld that you feel can 
ad vance our mis sion, 
please con tact the Pre-please con tact the Pre-
 serve Man ag er. 

Sun rise at the Kern River Pre serve

Ham mer

Website: http://kern.audubon.orgWebsite: http://kern.audubon.org          Website: http://kern.audubon.org          


