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Season of the cranes

By Bill Taddicken, Director

As the cold north winter winds of Nebraska beginvtap
around to the south and give way to the warmerhsolyt
breezes coming up from Oklahoma, Texas and Mewieo,
will once again be anticipating the first arrivalssandhill
cranes to Rowe Sanctuary. All of us here at Roarctiary
look forward to the migration not only because @ans the
return of the cranes and the magnificent spectheliethis
gathering of wildlife provides, but we also look\viard to
the gathering of people from all over the worldtthdl gain
an appreciation for the wonder of this place calledlPlatte
River.

Our mission at Rowe Sanctuary is to preserve PRitter
habitats for cranes and other wildlife through edion and
conservation. The arrival of the cranes to thegrrroosts
each spring reaffirms why we work so hard to proteis
critical and shrinking habitat on the Platte Rivédl of our
efforts throughout the year to teach people aligsivaluable
and threatened resource and to manage the habithéo
sanctuary and beyond, are rewarded with the caliefirst
crane each spring. Standing near the wide, shdllavded
channels of the river, hearing and looking up,rmityet see-
ing, the first cranes of the spring, brings thatifeg of hope
for the future of the cranes. Straining your efpeghe tiniest
speck in the wide blue Nebraska sky and then firsdking,
as if by magic, shapes materialize out of nothisgrfalling
and drifting towards earth and slowly becoming esanThe

Sanctuary/Center News

Kinder M organ Foundation supports Kearney Public
fifth grade SPLASH spring program

A grant from the Kinder Morgan Foundation will giKear-
ney Public fifth graders the chance to experieheesandhill
crane migration through the SPLASH (Senses Progitam-
guage Arts Skills Help) program.

School groups arrive before dawn at the sanctisaexperi-
ence the grandeur of thousands of cranes liftifighefr
roosts in the river as they head to the fieldfdeding. The
students sketch and journal their observationsights and
feelings as they watch the spectacle unfold. Adtemall
breakfast, the students attend a natural hist@sole on
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crescendo of tens of thousands of cranes callidgrdreeling
skyward on an early morning in March and watchimegjoy-
ful dancing in the relative warmth of the earlyisgrsun, are
a few of the most satisfying rewards for this labblove.

Our educational efforts, whether it is a guided td view
cranes, a class for elementary children, or juking to visi-
tors are designed to impart an appreciation far phace we
call Rowe Sanctuary and the Platte River. Witk #ppre-
ciation, we strive to establish a conservationceithipeople
that will sustain our efforts to protect this mdgrnt place.
Crane Season is the time for Rowe Sanctuary to dsinaie
why we need everyone’s help to accomplish our oissi
The task is huge and we cannot do it without ydbhank you
to all of the people that support our work her®aive Sanc-
tuary.

cranes and the Platte River, hike to an outdoavivig blind
to experience the river in March and write sengmgtry. A
storyteller then recites myths and legends conddote
cranes, students write and share their own crayentés.

Education Department Receives New Binocularsand
Monoculars

Thanks to the donors of the Stevie Staples Edut#&tind
and Eagle Optic’s generous matching program, Rotvdis
cation Department now has ten additional binocdais
twenty monoculars for students to utilize duringieational
programs.

Online Newsletter - To receive an email reminder when the online newsletter is posted to the web site, contact kskaggs@audubon.org.



Conservation News - Bird Diverters Replaced

January 18, 2009 - Dawson Public Power Companyeaatrat Rowe Sanctuary to

Thank you to our 2009
Crane Season Sponsors

replace the broken bird flight diverters on the twigh voltage power lines that

cross the Platte River. These devices were indtidi year through a partnership
with Rowe Sanctuary, Dawson Public Power, Nebr&me and Parks Commis-

Sandhills Publishing

sion, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the NaaioRish and Wildlife Founda- *
tion. Unfortunately a large number of these deviedled during this past year and

needed to be replaced. Dawson Public Power hiredieopter crew to complete

Holiday Inn of Kearney

the installation. The helicopter arrived in the nming and the installation was o
completed by noon that day. The partnership stiné second year of a monitor-
ing effort to determine the effectiveness of thel lliverters. A team of research-
ers from the University of Nebraska at Kearneyoigducting the research and

results should be available by the summer of 2009.

Crew replacing
bird flight diverters
on Rowe Sanctuary
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Nature Notes - Helping our feathered friends

By Kent Skaggs, Office Manager

| recently received an e-mail from one of our vobars
regarding a youngster from Ottawa, Canada, wharhas
vented a painted, plastic window decal to prevénatstirom
flying into windows. I've tried similar decals ket with
varying success. The new decal is painted withréiscent
ultraviolet paint, which is visible to birds buttrftumans.

| decided | would look into this further to seétiindeed
was a solution to preventing millions, if not biltis of un-
necessary bird deaths each year. The answer d foas
yes and no.

David Sibley, author ofhe Sibley Guide to Birdbas done
some tests using the same principle. He tooklawedigh-
lighter and drew closely spaced vertical linestaninside
of windows and found that this reduced the numlbdird
collisions. He found that the effectiveness of tineatment
was best on clear days as the UV light from thecawrsed
the lines to fluoresce and become visible to tindshi

The drawback to this treatment is the need forighhin
order for it to be effective. If you feed birdauwknow that
your feeders are busiest when the weather isniic® usu-
ally meaning overcast skies and clouds can bloghkJt
rays making the treatment ineffective.

So the decal will be effective some of the timeviled you
have adequate light and have covered enough ofitidow
as spacing is an important component to this treatras
well. Since the decal is essentially clear, thet betion ap-
pears to be a roll of film that could be cut tatfie entire
window. Maybe this will be the next step to halptlier pro-
tect our feathered jewels.

Since light limits the application discussed, wisdteing
done to help birds during migration at night? \Wftk main
culprit for window collisions during these peridaksing in
metropolitan areas in the form of high-rise bui@gnit's a
little tougher nut to crack. There are potent@lsons, but
they will require changes by the window and araititeal
industries for them to come to fruition.

Please visit the following links to find out moreaait the
threats that windows pose to birds and treatméatsvill
help save them.

http://www.birdscreen.com/Articles.htm

http://www.flap.org/

http://www.nycaudubon.org/home/BSBGuidelines.shtml




Calendar of Events

For more information on the following events, pleas e
visit our ‘Calendar of Events’ page on our web site at
Www.rowesanctuary.org.

Great Backyard Bird Count, February 13 - 16, 2009

This event is a great way to see what birds hang out during the
winter where you live and a way to contribute to conservation
efforts in your area.

2009 Crane Viewing at Rowe Sanctuary
March 7 - April 8

Reservations can be made by calling 308-468-5282, Monday -
Friday, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

2009 Rivers & Wildlife Celebration
March 20 - 22

Keynote speakers will be Joel Sartore, photographer and
writer for National Geographic; Felipe Chavez-Ramirez, Direc-
tor of the Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust; and
Pete Dunne, author of birding and natural history books and is
the current Director of the Cape May Bird Observatory. He will
also be a guest leader of a post festival birding field trip.

For more information or to download a registration form, visit
our ‘Rivers & Wildlife Celebration’ page on our web site.

Fourth Annual Family Crane Carnival at Rowe Sanc-

tuary
March 28 & 29  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Fun for the entire family and a great way to learn about cranes.
Free to the public.

Fifth Annual Crane Watchers’ Breakfast
March 28  7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Held at the American Legion in Gibbon and hosted by the Gib-
bon Area Chamber of Commerce, this breakfast is one you
don’t want to miss. Great food to go with a great wildlife spec-
tacle.

Crane 101
March 7 - April 8  9:30 a.m. daily

Do you want to know more about cranes in a short period of
time? This class is a good place to start. Learn a little about a
cranes physiology, why they’re here and why the Platte River is
so important to them.

Weekend Lunches
March 7 - March 29  Saturdays & Sundays 11:30- 2:00

The Gibbon American Legion will be serving lunch at Rowe
Sanctuary for crane watchers who want to maximize their time
looking at the birds. Proceeds to benefit both organizations.

Rowe Sanctuary’s Wish List

ConservationProgram

4X4 Gator All Terrain Vehicle
New Lap top computer
GPS unit

12 Fireproof coveralls for the volunteer
burn crew

Annual river clearing - $20,000

Miscellaneous Items

New color printer
Golf cart

Carpeting for the ConAgra Discovery
Room

2 pair of stereo speakers for the Ron &

Carol Cope Viewing Hall

Rowe Sanctuary’s Ultimate Wish List

$5 Million Endowment
Volunteer Housing for 20
ADA accessible trail system

Solar panels for visitor center

EducationProgram

2 Seines

20 Kick nets

| Proscope (digital microscope)

2 Flow meters

5 Field microscopes

2 Water quality monitoring field kits
2 Anemometer

10 Digital meat thermometers

10 GPS units



Rowe Sanctuary/lain Nicolson Audubon Center Donors

Rowe Sanctuary would like to thank
everyone who has supported our work
on behalf of cranes and other wildlife
that depend on the Platte River and its
associated ecosystems.

Thefollowing giftswere received
during the 2008 calendar year.

Organizational Support

$500-$1,500

Geo.Spencer Vineyard

Julie Morsman Schroeder Foundation
Prairie Health Ventures, LLC

Stanley M. Truhlsen Family Founda-
tion

The Atticus Trust

Individuals

$5,000 and above
Mitzi Fox
Joseph & Louise Huber

$2,500-$4,999
Duncan & Janice McGregor

$1,000-$2,499

Tom & Rhonda Peed
Larry & Lee Ann Raulie
Katheryn Russi

$500-$999

Paul Deal & Lauren Eusey
Thornton Jordan

Regina Phelps

Kay Rewerts

Leslie Roslund

Dan & Jo Slawski

Joan Smith

$100-$499

American Legion Club Post #310
American Spirit Club

Bill & Alice Allen

Mote Andrews

Samuel & Jane Antholz
Arlene & Gilbert Bacon
Barbara Barratt

Margye Baumgardner
Cathy Beard

Roger Beck & Eric Anderson
Oliver Bennett, Jr.

Ruth Benton

Claudia Berges

Brad & Karen Bigelow

Don & Judy Bishop

Jerry & Marilou Bork

Lucas Bradley

Mrs. Walter Brissenden
Elizabeth Brosius

John & Pat Brotherton

Mary & Richard Brown
Susen Buckendorf

Ron Buege

Katherine & Frank Burnham
John & Staci Cannon

Ron & Judy Carter

Helen Casper

David Chadsey

Beverly & Carlos Chinas
Graham Chisholm

Bill & Michelle Cita
Composite Technology Development Inc.
Ed & Betty Cook

Thomas Crusse

Jack Cudaback

Lynn Darling

Theresa Hernandez & Douglas Johnson
Bill & Rosemary Draeger
Claire Drenowatz

Mary Dueren

Dani Duffield

Bill Dunn

Marilyn Eckles

Alice Epstein

Ida Fahrmann

Michael Farrell

Nila Fessler

Nancy & Larry Forsberg
Marjorie Gardner

Richard & Monique Gershon
John & Ann Goellner
Ruth C. Green

David C. Grimwood, M.D.
Gaye Groene

Harry & Vivian Guzniczak
Galen & Marilyn Hadley
Carolyn Hall

Joyce Hanes

George Happ

lan & Kiki Happer

Doug Kristensen & Terri Harder
John Hedberg

Jerry & Tami Hellman
Nita Herreman

Cody & Karen Hudson
Diane Hutton

Richard & Beverly Irons
Mary A. Jensen

Margaret Wheelock & Keith Johnson

Stephen Jones

Kearney Floral Co.

Mary Korneman

Geoff Kronik

Joseph Little

Lueshens’ Birders

Debra Mallory

Doretta Marwin

Joe McDaniel

Brad Mellema

Jim Moffett

Hideaki & Etsuko Moriyama
Julia G. Murphy

Don & Norma Nelson
Chuck Casanova & Robin Nelson
Diana Nevins



Rowe Sanctuary/lain Nicolson Audubon Center Donors

James Ohls

Dave & Roxanne Oldfather
Karen Foote & Michael Olinde
Claire & David Oppenheim
James & Claranne Parker
Gale & Betty Paxton

Art Pierce

Joseph G. Pittman

Platte Valley Astronomical Observers

Keith & Dolores Poyser

Robert & Jane Pricer

Neva Pruess

Amalia Pugh

Robert & Sally Puth

Jay Rasmussen

Robert Rathjen

Charles & LaVonne Richardson
Gene & Bonnie Rohrbeck

Cliff Ruff & Phyllis Kingery Ruff
Sandy Rusciolelli

James & Jean Sandrock

Ed & Eve Scantling

Ronald Schafer

Kirk Schroeder

Gary & Jan Small

Stuart Feen & Carol Sonnenschein

Bernita Starks

Esther & Jim Stokes

Bob Stoppkotte

Melba Sullivan

Eileen Sutter

Paul & Barb Tebbel

Lynn Tennefoss

Richard & Nancy Thuma
Cynthia Tinkham-Nunnelee
Richard & Marjorie Tipton
Margaret Triplett

Leland Trotter

Leatrice Vidlak

Kirk & Kristy Vyverberg
Trudy Walker

Jane Wallower

Wal-Mart Foundation

Jon & Linda Walton
Irene C. Warshauer
Terry & Holly Warth
Connie & John Wesley
Eleanor & Robert Whitaker
Marian Whitfield

John Williamson

Greg Wingfield

John Wyman

Paul & Linda Younes
Daniel A. Young
Jonathan Young
Barbara Zecher

$50-$99

Robert & Dorothy Adel
Rex Amack

David Auman

Lauren & Donald Balyeat
Mary Balzer

Mary Ellen Barber
Amy Barker

Curtis Barnett

Mary Ann Barton
Duane & Clare Baylor
Todd & Betty Berens
Irene Bigsby

Patricia Birch

Mary & Keith Blackmore
Jerry Bland

Tom Bonfili

Deirdre A. Bora

Hollie Bowen

Jim & Cindy Clark
Maryanne Clark

Andy & Pam Clower
Richard Coll

Esther Coke

Glenn & Dixie Colson
Jim & Judi Cook

Joan & Peter Dawson
Ann Decker

John Dirks

Dan Dunn

Sue & Matt Dwyer

Kay & Nile Fellows

Doug & Betsy Finch

Diane Foster

Robert & Maureen Fox
Tom & Martha Friedlander
Bruce & Inge Geisert
David Gillilan

Georgia Glass

Girl Scouts Goldenrod Council, Inc. Troop

289

Kent Claussen Gubrud
Arlene & Michael Gudall
Karl & Shirley Hackbarth
Mary A. Hall

Curtis & Marjorie Halvorson
Gregory L. Hanson

LeJean Hart

Lois Hayward

Grace Anne Heege

Kristine J. Herd

Robert & Patricia Hill

Sarah Gorin & Bern Hinckley
Marilyn Houser

Ed Hubbard

Nancy & Conrad Istock
Keith Johnson

Mary Johnson

Patricia Jorgensen

Thomas & Tricia Jostlein
Patty Klinkacek

James & Susan Koelliker
Sree & Karen Koka

Paula Kramer

Don Krieger

S. Marie Kuhnen

LeRoy A. Kuta

Hope Leighton

Robert & Barbara Lenthart
Daniel Coren & Gretta Leopold
Laurel Lewis

Erik Lundquist & Nancy Biles
Mike & Kathy Majeski



Rowe Sanctuary/lain Nicolson Audubon Center Donors

Ruth Martin

Patricia Maurer
Stephanie McWethy
Dale Miller

Beverly Miller
Charles Mohler
Matthew Mormino
Robert Mutchie
Glennis Nagel

Tom Nilsson
Kathleen Ogle & Val Ulstad
Eileen Paine
Robert Parsons

Joseph Alper & Michele Pelanne

Bob & Pat Perry

Martilias A. Porreca
Elizabeth Presnail

Robert & Diane Reeve
Jane Reinkordt

Kathy Root

Deborah Samac

O. R. Schmidt

Ward & Norma Schrack
Thea Schrack

Alfred H. Schuele, Jr.
Jack & Pamela Schwandt
Richard Scott

Barry Sherman

Barbara Silber

John & Sara Silliman
Karen Spahn

Barbara Spangler

James Stewart

Paul & Joanne Stohl
Delbert & Carolyn Straub
Ken Strom

Jeanne Tanamachi
Moses Taylor

Mary Teters

Robert & Marjorie Van Vranken
Gordon & JoAnn Verhaeghe
Gary & Diana Wade
Barbara Walch

Susan Warren

Karen White
Margaret Wiltse
Janet & Gary Wooler
Valerie Wright

Ann Ziccardi

The support and recognition of all our donors
is extremely important to us. Space limita-
tions require gift recognition to begin with
gifts totaling $50 or more during the 2008
calendar year. This section will be reported
on a quarterly basis in future newsletters and
we hope to recognize all donors, space per-
mitting.

We apologize if a donor has been inadver-
tently left off this list. Please let us know of
any missing names so corrections can be
made in the next issue.

The Braided River Legacy Society

In 2009 Rowe Sanctuary is happy to
announce the formation of the Braided
River Legacy Society. This society
recognizes generous individual donors
whose annual support of $500 or more
sustains our mission to conserve Platte
River ecosystems for cranes and other
wildlife. The Platte River is North
America’s most important “braided
river” ecosystem. Donors are making
possible the education and conserva-
tion work at Rowe Sanctuary that will
help develop a culture of conservation
committed to the future of this treas-
ured natural resource. The Braided
River Legacy Society is one way we
can extend special recognition to do-
nors leading the effort to establish a
natural legacy for the future. If you
are interested in joining this society,
please contact Bill Taddicken at 308-
468-5282 orbilltaddicken@nctc.net

Thanks to these charter members of
the Braided River Legacy Societyfis
and pledges received in 2()08

Whooping Crane
$10,000 and above
Margery Nicolson

Sandhill Crane
$5,000-$9,999
Jim & Kathleen McKenzie

Bald Eagle
$2,500-$4,999
Duncan & Janice McGregor

Piping Plover
$1,000-$2,499
Duncan Family Trust

Diane Gilles & Stephen Johnson

Dan & Carol Lindstrom
Alice Rumery

Lee & Delphine Sanks
Bill & Autumn Taddicken
Emma Jane Wilder

Goldfinch

$500-$999

Rob & Susan Ahlschwede
Joel & Jill Johnson

Dean & Trudy Plautz

Bill & Jeanne Ross

Ed & Wilma Taddicken
Kirby Zicafoose



Education - Harbingers of Spring

By Keanna Leonard, Education Director

I'm excited that the cranes are coming.
But I'm also excited for the other signs
of spring... like those eerie calls that
come from nowhere. You know the
ones | mean. Those sounds that invade
your consciousness first sounding like
insects, but as you concentrate you
realize they're frogs. Ah...the first

male frogs of spring singing for the
ladies.

| usually hear my first frogs on warm
March evenings in the viewing blinds.
(You really can't ask for more than
cranes chattering, frogs singing, and a
beautiful sunset on the river!) The song
we hear this time of year is from secre-
tive, little western chorus frogs.

Their call is a rapid series of creeking
clicks that rise in pitch and sounds very
similar to the sound made when run-
ning your finger across the teeth of a
comb. The frogs repeat the call every
one or two seconds until you come too
close.

Chorus frogs are not the only frogs we
have in Nebraska. We have twelve of

the nearly 3,700 species of frogs and
toads worldwide.

Toads and frogs play an important role
in our ecosystem. As tadpoles, they
feed larger animals such as fish. As
adults, they are a big part of our natu-
ral pest control system eating insects
and other invertebrates. They can also
become lunch for reptiles, birds, mam-
mals, fish and other amphibians.

Frogs and toads are also good indica-
tors of change in the environment.
Worldwide, most populations of am-
phibians are on the decline. A lot
more research needs to be conducted
to find the causes.

That's where Rowe Sanctuary is going
to start playing a role. Osaturday,
April 18, we will host a citizen Am-
phibian Monitoring Workshop con-
ducted byDennis Ferraro, University

of Nebraska Extension Associate Pro-
fessor andHerpetologist. Participants
will be given the tools to help gather
data on frog and toads in the area.

Volunteering - Why volunteer?

By Charley Falmlen: Rowe Sanctuary’s AmeriCorps Project Member

A little over one month ago, | was sit-
ting at my desk working and thinking
about what | really wanted to do with
my life. Heaven knows, | had better
decide pretty soon! | knew what issues
| cared about, but | had never really
taken any steps beyond that. | was re-
searching Master’s degrees when |
stumbled upon an inspirational quote,
and it motivated me to step outside my
own door and start having an impact
on the community around me.

One of the first places | looked at vol-
unteering was Rowe Sanctuary, be-
cause | deeply believe in the work they
do. | called up Tony, Rowe’s Volun-
teer Coordinator, and he eagerly in-
vited me out, showed me around and
made me feel welcome. He then men-
tioned a wonderful program through
AmeriCorps, the University of Ne-
braska and the United Way. It sparked
my interest so we began making con-
tacts and completing paperwork for the

project. This all happened within
hours of me deciding | needed to start
taking more responsibility for my
community and the world around me.
| became a part of something.

My role here is to assist Tony by
coordinating local volunteers for
Crane Season, as well as the rest of
the year and to assist the rest of the
staff wherever possible. My first
month in this role has introduced me
to some of the most wonderful people
| have ever encountered (and it's not
even Crane Season yet!) Every vol-
unteer that | have had the pleasure of

meeting has had a sense of confidence

and happiness in their eyes, such a
look that can only come from a person
that operates with a giving nature and
a sense of purpose. | know why |
volunteer, and within the past month |
have started to understand why every-
one else does too.

| can’t wait to see the spectacle

Dennis has conducted herpetological
surveys and counts in five states, col-
lected data on over 2,700 snakes,
2,200 amphibians, and 300 turtles and
lizards. He steers an on-going Prairie
Rattlesnake study in the Sandhills of
Nebraska and maintains the live ani-
mal lab of native snakes for research
and educational purposes at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln. Dennis is
also the co-creator and developer of
“Reptiles and Amphibians of Ne-
braska” website and has compiled and
just released a CD named “Frog Calls
of Nebraska,”

If you are interested in joining this
workshop, hurry and give me call at
308-468-5282. Space is limited.

!
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Mother Nature puts on each spring
around the Platte River, and | am look-
ing forward to meeting each and every
one of you as you travel from near and
far to celebrate it along with us.

"The best way to find yourself is
to lose yourself in the service of
others."

- Mahatma Gandhi
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www.rowesanctuary.org!



