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PROTECTING AND RESTORING THE COASTAL EVERGLADES 

Goal: Protect and restore the fresh and saltwater wetlands of the Coastal Everglades, 
from Miami to Naples, to restore flows to Biscayne Bay, Card Sound, Barnes Sound, 
Florida Bay, the 10,000 Islands, and Rookery Bay. 

Background: Broad sheets of water once flowed across the wetlands of the Coastal Everglades, 
feeding into the shallow estuaries at the coastal edge of the Everglades system. Flood protection and 
development throughout South Florida have diverted water into a series of canals, draining wetland 
habitat during the dry season and discharging harmful freshwater into the estuaries during the wet 
season. The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP), Modified Water Deliveries to 
Everglades National Park, and the C-111 Restoration Project will restore the natural timing and 
distribution of water, thereby restoring the Coastal Everglades. 

Imminent Threats: Development proposals now threaten the Coastal Everglades. 

·  Florida City has proposed annexing 4,292 acres of the remnant southeast Coastal Everglades. One 
landowner within the proposed annexation, Atlantic Civil, Inc., wants to build 6,000 homes and 
~400,000 square feet of retail and office space in lands designated for restoring flows to Biscayne 
Bay, Card Sound, and Barnes Sound. 

·  Horton Homes has proposed to build 5,478 homes and 810,000 square feet of retail, office, and 
civic space on 840 acres of agricultural land, which would impede flows to Everglades National 
Park and Florida Bay. 

Protecting and Restoring the Coastal Everglades Requires: 

·  Completion of the following restoration projects: 
�  Modified Water Deliveries to Everglades National Park and the C-111 project, 
�  Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands project to provide sources of additional water and more natural 

conveyance to re-hydrate wetlands and improve flows to Biscayne Bay and Barnes and Card 
Sounds, 

�  C-111 North Spreader Canal to re-create sheetflow through the southeast Coastal Everglades 
(Model Lands) and the Southern Glades to Florida Bay,  

�  Picayune Strand Restoration to restore wetlands that were drained for a failed development 
scheme and improve water quality to the 10,000 Islands, and 

�  Henderson Creek/Belle Meade Restoration to restore the historic freshwater flow to Rookery 
Bay. 

·  Conservation of the remaining freshwater wetlands of the Coastal Everglades.  

·  Protection of the Coastal Everglades through thoughtful planning and growth management. 

 Take Action To Protect The Coastal Everglades:  

·  Visit our Advocacy Center at 
www.audubonofflorida.org and sign-up. 

·  Write letters to the editors of your local 
newspapers using facts on this paper. 

·  Write, email, fax, or call elected officials.  

·  Host an Everglades House Party. Audubon 
will send a speaker; you provide the space 
and people. 


