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Ten Years and Counting
by Marian Langan

Creek Prairie Audubon Center. What a di erence we
have made together in ten years! e involvement of
our donors, Board, volunteers, partners, and sta has helped

make amazing progress happen.

I n 2008 we will celebrate the tenth anniversary of Spring

Even as our landscape has changed, theres something that
has not the reason we all became involved. We wanted to
make a di erence for our native tallgrass prairie. Here are just
a few of the Centers milestones, all of which exist because of
wonderful tales of individual commitment:

Over three million dollars was raised to purchase a
current total of 808 acres of native prairie and launch education
programs. Fifty of those dollars were donated by nine-year-
old Chandler, who earned the money by cleaning house for
his grandmother one summer. Chandler and his entire family
originally visited for a program and now volunteer regularly
at the prairie.

A prairie-based education program was developed and
experiences have been facilitated for over 13,000 children and
adults in programs. Bryan and Mitch helped coordinate an
e ort that resulted in Lincoln Science Focus High School
(Zoo School) program participants helping design and create
a wild extension of the family picnic area.

A core constituency dedicated to tallgrass prairie
conservation was expanded. Building on the e orts of the
local chapter, the volunteer list alone numbers over 200.
Josef, a local professor, does bird banding here and regularly

volunteers to share his love of birds with school groups and at

our special events.

A new straw- and hay-bale education building was
sustainably designed and constructed. Sara served as a high
school intern at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center, and
went on to major in environmental studies. Sara returned for
the summer from college and created the stunning dragon y
mosaic in the new building made of reused and recycled
materials.

Conservation easements were encouraged on an additional
1,300 prairie acres around SCPAC. Local families like the
Sittlers, whose family heritage is with this prairie land, have
made individual decisions that leave a legacy for future
generations.

e Lee Chapin Butter y Garden, composed of native
plants, was established, leading to an award from the Nebraska
Statewide Arboretum (see page 6). Bill, Diane, Mary, and
many others spent hundreds of hours planting and weeding,
leading to this recognition.

No commitments are too small in the e ort to save the future
of this wonderful and threatened ecosystem  the tallgrass
prairie. We hope you will consider what you can do to help.

e Fall 2007 issue of
about the wheel rims that Stewardship Board Member
Ernie Rousek donated and installed in our historic wagon
trail ruts. He has since installed an informational sign
(pictured above) that helps visitors better understand the

e Prairie Sage featured an article

historical signi cance. anks, Ernie!






