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                              Birding 


                      From how to get started to what you need and where to go. 

                              
  Photo: Sydney Walsh/Audubon


          
          
        

            

      
          

  

  
  
  
          
                  Birds are all around us. 

                          They’re huddling in the shrubs outside of our apartments, bopping around our backyards, and foraging at local parks and lakes. No matter where you live, birds are nearby, just waiting for you to notice them. And once you do, you might find it hard to stop. That’s because birding—the act of appreciating and observing birds—not only provides a new perspective on the natural world, but it also delivers an immense sense of joy and satisfaction. So what are you waiting for? 
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      Getting Started 
       Did you look out your window and see a bird today? Hear one while running errands? Congratulations! You’re a birder. It really is that easy. Of course, you might want to know the name of those species, or where you can find more birds. If you do, check out below for some birding basics. 
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      Photo: Luke Franke/Audubon
    

  


  

  
    
            How to Start Birding 

              
          A beginner's guide to finding and appreciating birds. 
        

            Let's Do This 
    

      

  
  

  
    
      Identifying Birds 
       Putting names to the birds you see can be a rewarding experience. A successful ID is the goal, but the journey is just as important. By trying to identify a species, you get to know the bird and its habitat better—by watching its movements, noting its field marks, considering its call. Whether you’re curious about a backyard visitor or stumped by a shorebird, we have a wealth of ID tips and skills for birders of all levels. 
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      Red-headed Woodpecker. Photo: Vance Solseth/Audubon Photography Awards
    

  


  

  
    
            ID Tips and Skills 

              
          From warblers to woodpeckers, let us help you figure out what you're seeing—or hearing. 
        

            Help Me Out 
    

      

  
  

  
    
      Birding Advice 
       A funny thing happens once you start birding: It becomes hard to stop. New target species, goal destinations, how to keep improving your skills—it can be both exhilarating and overwhelming at the same time. From tips on how to find elusive species to helpful tech and best practices for the field, our ever-growing collection of advice and stories will help you expand your experience.
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      Photo: Sydney Walsh/Audubon
    

  


  

  
    
            In the Field 

              
          Whether searching for a certain species or planning your next big trip, we have you covered. 
        

            Get Out There  
    

      

  
  

  
    
      Essential Reading 
       Foster your love for birds by feeding them at home, and be sure to check out our recommendations for binoculars and other gear. 
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Bird Feeding and Care 
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Gear and Resources 
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      Photo: Camilla Cerea/Audubon
    

  


  

  
    
            The Birdist’s Rules of Birding 

              
          Contributor Nick Lund, aka The Birdist, regularly provides serious—as well as tongue-in-cheek—advice for new and experienced birders. 
        

            Learn the Rules 
    

      

  

          
                

  
    
             Most Recent Birding Stories 

 
    
  


  

  
  
          
        

  
      
  
        
              
          Remember that Audubon depends on your support to do the conservation work that we do.
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        Ask Kenn: What's the Secret to Identifying Flycatchers? 

        March 28, 2024 — Don’t let these difficult birds get you down. Instead, take this sage advice from Audubon Field Editor and bird expert Kenn Kaufman.  
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        Flamingo Fever, Limpkins on the Loose, ‘Mega’  Rare Terns—the Biggest Bird Events of 2023

        December 19, 2023 — Birding highlights of a remarkable year included three U.S. firsts, a surprisingly happening Midwest, and, of course, flamingos everywhere!

        News
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        Social Dilemma: What’s at Stake When We Propel Wild Birds to Stardom?

        October 03, 2023 — Manhattan Bird Alert, a New York-based social media account, has fueled the rise of celebrity birds while attracting droves of new birders. But like many a story of unchecked fame, the phenomenon is also a cautionary tale.
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          [image: A crane lowers its neck to forage in shallow water, with the rest of the flock in the background. The sunrise casts an orange glow on the foggy pond.]
  

        

      

        
      
        Don’t Sleep on the Other Sandhill Season

        October 02, 2023 — Autumn offers a cornucopia of crane-viewing options.
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        A Binocular Guide for Growing Birders

        September 29, 2023 — A good pair of bins can wow kids, helping them to delight in birding. These five picks make the grade.

        News
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      Atlantic Puffin. Lorraine Minns/Audubon Photography Awards
Black-billed Cuckoo. Shayna Hartley/Audubon Photography Awards
Black Vulture. Melyssa St. Michael/Audubon Photography Awards
Common Nighthawk. Connor Charchuk/Audubon Photography Awards
Eared Grebe. Peter Knoot/Audubon Photography Awards
Bufflehead. Pam Polcyn/Audubon Photography Awards
Dovekie. Allan Hopkins/Flickr Creative Commons
Golden-winged Warbler. Arni Stinnissen/Audubon Photography Awards
Gray-headed Swamphen. Gaurika Wijeratne/Flickr (BY-NC-ND 2.0)
Common Grackle. Caroline Samson/Audubon Photography Awards
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      Aplomado Falcon. Felix Tam/Audubon Photography Awards
Blue Jay. Brian Kushner/Audubon Photography Awards
Acorn Woodpecker. George Scott/Audubon Photography Awards
Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher. Jesse Gordon/Audubon Photography Awards
American Flamingo. Ken Mirman/Audubon Photography Awards
Blue Jay. Brian Kushner/Audubon Photography Awards
American Coot. Mark Eden/Great Backyard Bird Count
Golden-fronted Woodpecker. Ellen Cox/Audubon Photography Awards
    

    
    Explore our catalogue of over 800 North American Birds

    
  
        

        






      

  

  

  


	
    
      
        Get Audubon in Your Inbox

                  
Let us send you the latest in bird and conservation news.
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        Join our mission
        Audubon protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow.

                Learn about our work
        
          
            Stay connected
          
          


        

        
          
          
          
          
          
          
        
      

    

  
          
      
  
    
      Great Egret. Photo: Melissa Groo/Audubon Photography Awards
    

  


    

  






  
  






















































